Church of the Redeemer United Church of Christ
Order of Worship for August 2, 2020
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
There is scarcely any passion without struggle. ~ Albert Camus
Prelude

Song Without Words, Op. 8, No. 3
Jason Aquila, Organist

Fanny Mendelssohn

Call to Worship
ONE:
MANY:

The day breaks
And God does not let us go.

ONE:
MANY:
ONE:
MANY:

The hour calls
And God does not let us go.
The evening falls
And God holds us fast.

ONE:
MANY:

Let us turn to God in worship
God, who never turns from us.

Hymn #12

I Sing the Mighty Power of God

Prayer of Invocation
God, you see us. You see our struggles, you see our difficulties. You see our
possibilities, you see our promise. Connect the dots for us, O God. Soften the
hard spots with your blessing. Call us in our wandering to hear you say our
names. Satisfy our longings as with loaves and fishes and manna from heaven.
For you are a good God, a God present in the scramble, and in the end, you
always, always have a blessing. For this and so much more, we give you
thanks, through Jesus Christ. Amen.
Message for Young Christians
Special Music

Scripture

Pastor Brooke

Celtic Communion
The Redeemer UCC Chancel Choir
Leslie Patzwahl, Flute
Carol Peddie, Director of Music
Romans 9:1-5 (NRSV)

Arr. Hayes

Rudy Duscha

ONE:

Our God is still speaking.

MANY:

Thanks be to God

Scripture

Genesis 32:22-31 (NRSV)

Sermon

A Wrestling Match
The Rev. R. Brooke Baker

The Pastor’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, provider of all we need, we are often content to rely on our own
devices, our creativity, our cleverness. We congratulate ourselves for our
accomplishments, yet we find that these achievements and acquisitions do
not fill the deep hunger inside of us. We long for the Spirit bread you alone can
provide. Forgive us, merciful God. Help us receive the blessings you offer, that
we may be your bread for the world — blessed, broken for all. Amen.
Words of Assurance
Hymn #336

Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face

The Sacrament of Communion
Communion prayer
Loving God,
We thank you for your continuing presence in our midst and especially as
we gather around our tables where you come to be present with us in a
very special way. As we prepare to receive this holy meal, we thank you for
the gift of sharing in this broken bread and poured cup. We thank you for
the love and courage to break down barriers of racism and promises of
strength for tired minds, bodies and spirits. Empower us to embrace one
another as members of your human family, that we may truly be a
community of faith and instruments of peace and renewal in your world.
Amen.
Blessing of the elements
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Here we have been challenged. Here we have been strengthened. Here we
have been fed. With God’s Spirit as our guide, may we go into the world to
do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God. Amen.
Hymn #478

I’ve Got Peace Like a River

Benediction
Postlude

And Can It Be
Jason Aquila, Organist

arr. Virginia Halberg

Call to Worship and Prayer of Invocation adapted from UCC Worship Ways; Prayer of
Confession and Words of Assurance from Worship Elements at ministrymatters.com;
Communion prayer adapted from Table Talk edited by Jane McAvoy; Prayer of
Thanksgiving adapted from Fed by God’s Grace, Year A by Michael E. Dixon and Sandy
Dixon

