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Office Hours
Tuesday & Wednesday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Thursday, 9 a.m.-Noon

Just Peace. Open and Affirming.
All are Welcome.

Coffee, Tea, and Pastor B 
Hooray, we can finally visit in person with our own cups of  a warm beverage 
and perhaps a sweet! Join Pastor Brooke — weather permitting — June 8, 
10:30 a.m. till Noon at LAKEWOOD PARK for our first in-person Coffe, 
Tea, and Pastor B in more than a year! On June 8, call 440-467-2328 to 
verify due to weather. We’ll meet by the Women’s Pavilion and will find picnic 
tables. If  weather prevents an in-person gathering, we will meet via the normal 
Coffee, Tea, and Pastor B Zoom link (found on the events page of  corucc.org.)

Community Meal Grab’N’Go! Free to Everyone!
May 29, 4:30 pm. till we are out of  dinners at Clague Road United Church of  
Christ, 3650 Clague Road, North Olmsted. The monthly meal is sponsored by 
Redeemer UCC and Clague. If  you are interested in volunteering to help out in 
preparing the Grab’N’Go packs, contact Elaine Freed, elaine@jesfoods.com.

Outdoor Worship Happens Every Other Week
9 a.m., weather permitting. Upcoming dates: May 16, 30; June 13. To 
verify if  the service is on for a given Sunday, call 440-467-2328 THAT 
SUNDAY MORNING and listen to the message. Bring a chair. Masks 
and social distancing are required.

Spring Clean-up
May 15 from 9 a.m. to noon. Lunch will be served! May 22 rain date. 
Many hands are needed since it has been awhile since we’ve had a clean-up day. 

Attend the UCC’s General Synod ... Virtually!
This July 11-18, the UCC’s biennial General Synod will take place virtually 
on the web platform meet.ucc. This multifunctional platform that will be used 
for registration, to direct pre-Synod events, stream worship services, deliver 
access to live keynote speakers, handle plenary, the parliamentary process, 
track optional events … and as a way to keep delegates engaged along the 
way. Participants will receive a custom schedule based on what each person 
registers for. “There will be so many ways to participate in General Synod,” 
says Nathan Young, technical coordinator. “Planners will customize each 
experience to get people where they need to go.” Registration opens soon at 
generalsynod.org.
General Synod is a magnificent opportunity for everyone to learn more about 
our beloved denomination and to share in both inspirational worship services and 
meaningful social gatherings, in addition to watching Synod business sessions.
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HOW ARE YOU? NO, REALLY, HOW ARE YOU? 
So many of  us are returning to “normal” and yet I 

keep hearing people who have contracted COVID in the 
time period between their first and second vaccine. That 
doesn’t mean that there is not hope on the horizon, but 
we are not there yet. Anyone who has had a conversation 
with me this week has likely heard me ask the question, 
“When does this mountain of  learning reach a plateau?” 

We have all done a lot of  learning in this past year — Zoom, staying 
connected without physically seeing each other, tending to our mental 
health, have all been things we have needed to learn how to do or how to do 
differently. Now as we begin to think about gathering in person, the mountain 
of  learning continues. Be sure to look for our new monthly updates on re-
opening. 

I wish I could tell you that re-opening the church only requires a little 
cleaning and then we can open, but that’s simply not true. We are committed 
to continuing to offer online worship, even while we gather in person. That 
means technical needs, internet needs, people to control the cameras, how 
to stream it to people, and how to keep those who are worshiping virtually 
connected to those who are worshiping in the sanctuary. 

Then there is the preparations for in-person. How do we have people 
“register” for contact tracing purposes? Since it’s not safe to sing as a 
congregation, how do we still meet that need? How will we serve communion? 
What about ventilation in the sanctuary? How far is 6 feet? How do we help 
people have fellowship, while still encouraging them not to linger in the 
building? You can see the continuing climb up the learning mountain. 

These are exciting possibilities to figure out, but neither leadership nor I can 
do it alone. If  you are ready (like nearly all of  us) to come back in the building, 
how can you offer assistance to make that happen? We are all yearning for 
fellowship together on Sunday morning. What can you do to help that become 
a reality?

Blessings,

Can’t We Just Open Already??
PASTOR’S COLUMN

PASTOR R. BROOKE BAKER

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Happy May 
Everyone!

WITH THE 
WARMER 

DAYS OF SPRING 
arriving and my 
having completed 
two doses of  the 
vaccine, I find I 
have an increase in 
activity and positive feelings about 
the days to come. So much has been 
happening at Redeemer in just the 
past four weeks. Congratulations to 
Pastor Brooke, who was voted our 
Settled Pastor at the Congregation 
Meeting on April 11, 2021. We 
all wish you a long and successful 
relationship with us at Church of  
the Redeemer. 

May 2 brought the return of  Sunday 
worship on the lawn at 9 a.m. every 
other Sunday. The Leadership Team 
hopes you have had a chance to 
drive by the church building at night 
to see how good we look with the 
new lighting. Now everyone knows 
we are here.

The Leadership Team’s biggest 
challenge right now is not only 
getting us back to in-person worship, 
but also still providing streaming 
capabilities for those who still prefer 
to worship from home. I encourage 
you to read the article elsewhere in 
the Grapevine outlining some of  the 
guidelines we are establishing.

And last but not least, Leadership 
Team wants to thank the young 
members of  our church and Mrs. 
Borelli and Mrs. Thomas for the 
excellent job they did at their 
Sunday worship service. Your ideas 
and actions have motivated us to 
think about the future direction that 
our church will move. Good Job.     

Debbie Shank, president

DEBBIE SHANK

Mention ‘Meals on Wheels’ at Dean’s through June 15
Shop Dean’s Greenhouse — 3984 Porter Road, Westlake — through June 15 
and help benefit the local Meals on Wheels!

At checkout, please mention that your purchase is supporting the Meals on 
Wheels campaign. Meals on Wheels is a nonprofit srving Bay Village, North 
Olmsted, Olmsted Falls, Olmsted Township and Westlake residents.



A Minute with Margaret
FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES

MARGARET BORRELLI

MUSIC MINISTRIES

Still Together!

CAROL PEDDIE

Redeemer UCC May-June 15 Birthdays 
& Anniversaries

May Birthdays
8 Elizabeth Ann Hille
  Andrew Frederick Hille
13 Diane Kvasnicka
  Sally Barkhauer
16 Jan Bischof
  Jeff Kirkby
  Ruth Michelich
21 Christine Foote
22 Karen Tomoff
Anniversaries
10 Mike & Kathy Barrick 
24 Tony & Nola Branch  

30 Dave & Diane Kvasnicka 

June 1-15 Birthdays
3 Pastor Brooke Baker
5 Char Robertson
6 Julia Scardina
11 Elaine Freed
13 Gretchen Daiber 
15 Meredith Holt
Anniversaries
8 John & Ruth Michelich
10 Alex & Amanda Miller
12 Andy & Jan Bischof

GREETINGS! Here we are 
again — still zooming, but more importantly, 

still together! What we can accomplish, and how we 
are able to accomplish it, is amazing to me. But am I 
surprised? No! I don’t think there’s anything we can’t do 
as one congregation with God’s leading and guidance.

The music never stops. We continue to be blessed every 
Sunday with choir anthems/special music, and piano/
organ preludes and postludes played by Jason Aquila. No, 
the music never stops at Redeemer ... thanks to God’s 
goodness! 
 
I’d like to share the following poem by Marcia A. 
Newton:

In the Eyes of  Christ

Looking in the Eyes of  Christ, see His love for us inside. 
See the beauty of  our lives, in the Eyes of  Christ.
In times of  doubts and fears, when the world brings us to tears, 
we look into Your Eyes and we see the One who cares. 
Your eyes see us as people of  blessed joy and grace. 
We’re beauty in the Eyes of  Christ
In times when we’re alone, when the world sees us as unloved, 
we look into Your Eyes and see the greatest love of  all. 
Your love endures forever.  You’re always by our side. 
We’re loving in the Eyes of  Christ.
In times when we are meek, when the world sees us as weak, 
we look into Your Eyes and we see the strength we need. 
Your Eyes are always on us.  There’s nothing we can hide. 
We’re special in the Eyes of  Christ. 
 
In times when we are sad, when the world sees us as bad, 
we look into Your Eyes and see a saving, gentle Lamb 
who gave His life for us in loving sacrifice. 
We’re holy in the Eyes of  Christ. 
 
In times when we’re not strong, when the world sees us as flawed, 
we look into Your Eyes and see the Maker of  us all. 
You see us as we truly are, not as the world would see. 
We’re perfect in the Eyes of  Christ. 
 
Blessings to all, 
Carol

I HAVE JUST RETURNED FROM 11 
DAYS IN TEXAS, most of  it spent in 

the desert. It was beautiful, and quiet, and 
heart opening, and different. But it also has 
been a joy to come back to Ohio and the 
color green. Everything is so green here.

While 
everything is starting to grow 
in the world around us, our 
Faith Formation program 
year is coming to a close 

at the end of  May. That means the Youth will meet on 
ZOOM for two more times — Sundays, May 16 and May 
30 at 11:45 a.m. And the Children will receive their Faith 
Formation videos each week through the end of  May.

Both Youth and Children will shift into summer mode 
starting in June. Stay tuned for 
a monthly activity for each age 
group for the months of  June, 
July, and August. If  you have 
suggestions about what kind of  
activity we could plan, contact me at margaret@corucc.org.

THE BEAUTY OF THE DESERT.

THE BEAUTIFUL GREENS OF HOME.

News around the Congregation (from page 1)

Social Media Links to Know
Visit Redeemer at youtube.com/redeemerUCCwestlake and 
facebook.com/coruccwestlake and see what’s new. And check 
out the new Events page at corucc.org for the latest calendar 
dates and links!

Special Worship Update 
in the insert section of this month’s Grapevine!
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FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE

It’s Important to Remain Happy in Challenging Times

NANCEY BROCK, RN

For the joy of the Lord is your strength. — Nehemiah 8:10

Build on the Love, Join a UCC Movement Grounded in God’s Love
This excerpt shares a letter from the Rev. John 
Dorhauer, UCC general minister and president, 
and the Rev. Traci Blackmon, associate general 
minister of  justice and local church ministries, 
on a new mission initiative of  the UCC:

“Our hope is that we will continue to 
build on love over the next biennium 
by focusing our gaze on the many ways 
individuals, churches, and ministries 
of  the United Church of  Christ 
are being transformed and serving 
as agents of  change in a world that 
remains fractured by the evils of  white 
exceptionalism and racism. Our hope 
is to shape our collective work in the 
United Church of  Christ toward anti-
racism into a movement. 

“Since 1963, the General Synods of  
the United Church of  Christ have 
voted 12 resolutions, statements, and 

pronouncements denouncing racism, 
and in 2003 resolved ‘that the United 
Church of  Christ is called to be an 
antiracist church.’ ... 

“In recent years we have experienced 
a resurgence of  racist vitriol globally, 
and it would be easy to attribute 
such diatribe to one person or one 
group of  people, but such assertions 
are untrue and unhelpful. Structural 
racism pervades every institution and 
every aspect of  our society. It has so 
distorted our biological, sociological, 
anthropological, and theological 
perception of  “the other” that most 
people cannot even imagine the anti-
racist church and world that we work 
to bring into being. 

“Over the next biennium, the national 
setting invites you to imagine with 

us: “What does a world free of  
racism look like to you, and how 
might we work to bring such a 
vision into reality across every 
area of  church and society?

“We are inviting you to ‘Join the 
Movement toward Racial Justice’ 
by sharing your individual, 
congregational, and ministry initiatives 
with the wider church; exploring the 
intersections of  race with every justice 
ministry we uphold; and doing our 
own work to examine ourselves and 
continue learning the ways we may be 
complicit in upholding the structures 
that allow racism to thrive. 

“... We will continue to build on the 
love by sharing our journeys toward 
racial justice together throughout the 
next biennium.”

JOY AND HAPPINESS are both 
emotions where a person has feelings 

of  contentment or satisfaction. Happiness 
is an emotion and temporary while joy is 
an attitude of  the heart. Does the bible 
address happiness and joy? What is the 
link between happiness, joy, and your 
health? 

There is a long rich, history of  equating 
joy with happiness in Christ. Jesus 
knew few human comforts, yet joy was 
addressed in more than 100 verses in  the 
bible with more than 40 verses in the 
New Testament. Let’s see how happiness 
and joy can literally improve our health. 
Happy people:

• Tend to eat healthier diets — fruits, 
vegetables, and whole grains.
• Are 33% more likely to be physically 
active.
• Have 47% better sleep habits: less 
trouble falling asleep and staying asleep.
• Have a lower heart rate on average. 
(This protects the heart.)

• Have a more active immune system. 
• Tend to have lower blood pressure. 
Happiness lowers the stress hormone 
cortisol and the blood clotting hormone 
that is released when a person is stressed. 
This decreases the risk for a stroke. 
• Have fewer aches and pains. In a 
2005 study on arthritis and chronic pain. 
women who rated high on their positive 
emotions had a 52% overall decrease in 
pain.
• Are able to combat disease and 
disability especially in later years. A 2004 
study of  older adults showed that those 
with higher positive emotion ratings were 
less likely to be frail and to have a stroke in 
subsequent years. 
How can we make ourselves feel 
happy? Simple! 

• Smile. Even a forced smile releases 
certain hormones in the brain that 
increase our feelings of  happiness.

• Exercise. Even a small amount of  
activity can make a big difference.

• Go Outside. 
Take deep breaths 
of  fresh air, expand 
your lungs: it sends 
a message to your brain to calm down and 
relax.

• Eat a balanced diet. Including lots of  
fruits, vegetables, and whole grains! It’s 
linked to lower rates of  depression, and 
may help manage inflammation associated 
with depression.

• Get plenty of sleep. Adults need at 
least 6 hours of  sleep each night. Lack 
of  sleep can alter your mood, increase 
irritability and anger, and lessen your 
ability to cope with stress. 

• Commit to doing one nice thing for 
yourself every day! To be there for family 
and friends, you must be there for yourself  
first! 

God wants us to be joyful and happy, and 
our health is dependent on greater feelings 
of  happiness and joy! May we always look 
for ways to increase our joy and happiness!


