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Just Peace. Open and Affirming.
All are Welcome.

Sharon’s Signers presents ‘Into the Woods’!
A magical show with interweaving classic stories of  the Brothers Grimm set to 
Stephen Sondheim’s expressive lyrics and beautiful music. The show will be set 
outside in the parking lot behind Redeemer with an option for everyone to stay in 
their vehicles if  they so desire. Our actors consist of  15 to 20 individuals and will be 
performing without their masks. Our show is no more than an hour long. If  it rains, 
the show will be canceled and rescheduled for another date.

Coffee, Tea, and Pastor B 
Join Pastor Brooke — weather permitting — July 20, 10:30 a.m. till noon at the 
outdoor tables at Blackbird Coffee in Lakewood. On July 20, call 440-467-2328 
to verify due to weather. If  weather prevents an in-person gathering, we will 
meet in the Gathering Room.

Community Meal Grab’N’Go! Free to Everyone!
July 31, 4:30 pm. till we are out of  dinners at Clague Road United Church 
of  Christ, 3650 Clague Road, North Olmsted. The monthly meal is sponsored by 
Redeemer UCC and Clague Road UCC. If  you are interested in volunteering to 
help out, contact Elaine Freed, elaine@jesfoods.com.

We All Scream for Ice Cream!
Join us Aug. 19 at 7 p.m. at Mitchell’s Ice Cream, 27155 Detroit Road, for 
a summertime ice cream fest! It will be a delightful way to eat some delicious ice 
cream while enjoying fellowship and stories. See you there!

Worshiping Indoors
We continue to worship in-person, including music in the form of  Prelude, Postlude, 
and Special Music by soloists. Please sign up (for contact tracing purposes ONLY) at 
https://rsvp.church/r/uuZlymgg. However, no one will be turned away — if  
you forget to sign up, you will be asked to sign in when you arrive. Masks 
are required in the building at all times, and social distancing will be observed. For 
those not yet comfortable or unable to worship in person, join us at the usual link (see 
the main page of  corucc.org for the direct link). See you on Sundays! 

It’s An Old-Fashioned Hymn Sing for Worship!
On July 25, Redeemer UCC will hold a 10:30 a.m. Hymn Sing worship service 
on the front lawn. Please email or call the church office with your hymn requests. 
Lyrics will be provided! The idea was generated because we know how much 
everyone misses singing hymns during in-person worship. So the July Hymn Sing 
will give everyone a chance to sing some of  our most beloved hymns. Don’t miss 
this chance to sing loud and joyfully! 
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DID YOU KNOW that we have 
mice? Not the kind with tails 

— we have 
church mice! 
People who do 
the work of  the 
church, usually 
quietly and 
unobserved. The 
new entrance 
and exit signs, the flowers in the 
flower beds, the weeds that get 
pulled, communion elements 
packaged, the altar that gets 
decorated, the zoom coordinator on 
Sundays, the 
list goes on 
and on. We 
wouldn’t be 
the same 
church 
without these people. Thank you!

Less quietly, the leadership team 
continues to discuss next steps 
for church reopening, learn more 
about the roof  issues and discuss 
opportunities for us to continue to 
serve our community. We have been 
blessed to have Debbie Shank’s 
leadership this year — I can only 
hope to be as successful. Thank 
you Debbie, and thank you to the 
congregation for giving me the 
opportunity to serve.

I don’t know about anyone else, 
but I am really looking forward to 
our hymn sing on July 25. It is just 
not the same singing alone, and the 
sound of  many voices singing praises 
just fills my heart! If  I am lucky, 
there will be another alto I can sing 
parts with — I need to practice 
if  I want to be ready for choir in 
September. I hope to see you there!

Julie Barnes, President

BY THE TIME THIS IS OUT TO YOU, I will have 
just returned from vacation. We all need breaks, as 

I have said before, but we also need community. There 
is nothing that says community has to happen face to 
face — that is why we have continued to use Zoom for 
worship, even after returning to in-person worship. We 
learned a lot in the last year, including that while we 
missed face-to-face contact, there is more than one way to 
create community. However, seeing each other is also important; we learned 
that in the last year as well. 

It has been so nice to see you face-
to-face over the last few weeks. 
This past year has also reminded 
us that we are creatures of  habit, 
and when we get out of  the habit 
of  something, it’s hard to restart the 
habit. 

Anyone who has had the discipline 
of  an exercise regime that becomes 
interrupted knows how difficult it is 

to restart. Some of  us may have gotten out of  the habit of  attending church. 
We have had an entire year of  not needing to get up, get in our cars, and drive 
to church. Others of  us are so tired of  meetings on Zoom that the thought of  
staying at home and logging on via Zoom seems exhausting. 

However, we need the community 
of  church, and the church needs the 
community of  all of  us. I know it is 
summer and easy to take advantage 
of  a beautiful Sunday morning to take 
the boat out on the lake or enjoy some 
time with the family, but your church 
needs you, too! So there is no better 
Sunday than this one coming up to 
restart your habit of  attending church, 
whether in the sanctuary or via Zoom. 

You will be surprised by how you are fed by the community and the 
community will be happy to see you. 

See you in church on Sunday!

Blessings,

The Church Needs the Community of Us
PASTOR’S COLUMN

PASTOR R. BROOKE BAKER

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

JULIE BARNES

Thank You!



A Minute with Margaret
FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES

MARGARET BORRELLI

MUSIC MINISTRIES

Choir to Begin 
Again in the Fall

CAROL PEDDIE

GREETINGS! It’s been so great to be worshiping once 
again in our sanctuary and enjoying live music.  

Jason Aquila continues to provide beautiful musical 
selections on piano and organ. In addition, it has also 
been a treat to have special solo music presented by 
members of  our Chancel Choir.  We are truly blessed to 
have such wonderful talent within our congregation!

Please keep in mind that we plan to start our Chancel 
Choir and Bell Choir rehearsals beginning on 
Wednesday, September 8. Bell Choir is at 7 p.m. 
and Chancel Choir at 8 p.m. If  you are interested 
in becoming a member of  either or both groups, please 
contact Carol Peddie for more information.

I hope you all have been enjoying our beautiful summer.  
Besides vacationing, for me, summer has been a time of  
reflection and thankfulness: thinking back on the past 
year and a half, and thanking God for His faithfulness 
and presence in every situation . . . no matter what. 

God is Good!

Blessings to all, 
Carol

Choir Rehearsals Begin this Fall!

Rehearsals begin Wednesday, Sept. 8, and take 
place weekly, with Bell Choir at 7 p.m. and Chancel 
Choir at 8 p.m.

Join us this year to give thanks to God through 
music!

Counting the Days of Summer

MANY OF YOU KNOW that I suffer 
from anxiety. I find it to be a paradox 

because on one hand, I am a person of  deep faith who puts 
my hope and trust in God. But I am also a person who tries 
to manage every moment because I worry a lot ... about 
everything. I recently saw a quote that describes what it’s like 
to live with anxiety.

Atlas wasn’t forced to hold up the world.
He was convinced that if  he didn’t, the world would fall.

It takes a lot of  energy to try to hold up the world every day. 
It can sometimes bring me to the edge of  panic. When those 
times happen, instead of  trying to hold every moment, I try 
to allow the moments to hold me. And the best way to do 
that is through my senses. I start to notice and list 5 things 
that I can see, 4 things that I can hear, 3 things that I can 
touch, 2 things I can smell, and 1 thing that I can taste. It’s 
not always easy, but by the time I’ve gone through the list, I 
usually find that I am no longer the one doing the holding, 
and lo, the world hasn’t fallen.

It occurred to me that we are halfway through summer, 
and this could be a wonderful way to appreciate and enjoy 
the days we have left. We don’t want to be so busy that the 
days fly by without us noticing. So, try my little exercise and 
see what your senses reveal to you. Discover the gifts that 
God has given to us specifically during this season. Use your 
senses to live fully in these moments called summer. 

5 things that I can SEE — purple flowers climbing a 
trellis, white clouds against blue sky, the red of  a cardinal, 
sunshine through green branches, the yellow of  a firefly on 
your open palm

4 things I can HEAR — windchimes on a porch, the call 
of  a mourning dove, the click of  an oscillating sprinkler, the 
laughter of  children

3 things I can TOUCH — sand between my toes, the sun 
on my skin, a cool breeze on my face

2 things I can SMELL — freshly cut grass, coconut 
sunscreen

1 thing I can TASTE — freshly brewed ice tea 

May you not so much count down the summer days, but 
rather make the days count. And may you, too, find that you 
are held in the bounty of  blessings with which God fills our 
every moment.



FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE

Protect Your Family from Skin Cancer

NANCEY BROCK, RN

Each week, our website, YouTube 
channel, and Facebook page are 
updated with the latest news and 
videos from the church. 

The website has a live, frequently 
updated calendar on the events 
page, plus the Sunday Order of  
Worship, Monday Musings, and 
Friday Reflections can be found on 
the resources page. There also is a 
convenient online giving page. 

The site also has links to our Facebook 
and YouTube pages, but you can also 
go there directly.  Here are the links: 

Website: https://www.corucc.org/

YouTube: https://www.youtube.
com/redeemerUCCwestlake.
FaceBook:  https://www.facebook.
com/coruccwestlake/. 

July-August Birthdays and 
Anniversaries

SUMMER IS HERE with sun-
shiny days and increased outdoor 

activities. Unfortunately, the hot 
summer days also bring the scorching 
sun with harmful Ultraviolet Rays 
(UV). UV rays from the sun or from 
artificial sources like indoor tanning 
beds, are known to cause skin cancer.

Skin cancer is the most common cancer 
in the United States, yet most cases can 
be prevented. Here are some statistics:

l While childhood melanoma is 
rare, it is the most common skin 
cancer in pediatric patients. Less 
than 500 children are diagnosed 
with melanoma each year.
l Nearly 9,000 people die from 
melanoma each year.
l Having 5 or more sunburns 
doubles your risk for melanoma.
l 1 in 5 Americans will develop skin 
cancer by the age of  70.
l More than 2 people die of  skin 
cancer in the U.S. every hour.
l 1 out of  3 young white women 
ages 16-25 indoor tan each year.
l 3,200 people a year in the U.S. 
seek care in emergency rooms with 
injuries from indoor tanning.
l $8.1 billion is the estimated annual 
cost of  skin cancer treatment.

What are some of  the ways we can 
protect our family from skin cancer?

l Be sun wise. Seek shade, especially 
during midday hours. Umbrellas, 
trees, or other shelters can provide 
relief  from the sun. UV rays are 
strongest between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
l Use extra caution around surfaces 
that reflect the sun’s rays: water, sand, 
snow, and concrete.
l Check the UV index. The UV 
Index provides important information 
to help you plan your time outdoors 
in ways to prevent overexposure to 

the sun’s UV 
rays. Use this 
website to check 
the UV Index: 
https://www.
epa.gov/enviro/uv-index-search
l Wear protective clothing such as 
wide brimmed hats, sunglasses, long-
sleeve shirts when possible.
l Avoid sun tanning and Tanning 
Beds. Teach your children about 
the dangers of  tanning. Start the 
conversation early, before they start 
sunbathing or indoor tanning.
l Generously apply sunscreen: about 
one ounce to cover all exposed skin 
20 minutes before going outside. 
Sunscreen should have a Sun 
Protection Factor (SPF) of  at least 
15 and provide protection from both 
UVA and UVB rays. Reapply every 2 
hours, after swimming (or sweating), 
even on overcast days.

For babies under 6 months of  age, 
the American Academy of  Pediatrics 
recommends:

l Avoid sun exposure.
l Dress infants in lightweight long 
pants, long-sleeved shirts, and 
brimmed hats.
l Apply SPF 15+ sunscreen to small 
areas like the face and back of  the 
hands if  protective clothing or shade 
is not available.

Early detection of  skin cancer can save 
your life. For more information about 
UV radiation or sun safety, visit:

www.epa.gov/sunwise

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/
basic_info/sun-safety.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/
pdf/skincancer_family.pdf  

Nancey Brock, RN
Parish Nurse

Birthdays, July 15-Aug. 18
July
15 Ryan Williams
20 Julie Barnes
24 Dorothy Murphy
 Bill Freed
29 Jill Negray
 Mary Ellen Bonin

August
3 Richard Shank
 Ricky Andrews
 Chris Davies
4 Lori Widmer
9 Konnie Wenneman
11 Donna Greenwell
18 Melissa Hille

Anniversaries, July 15-Aug. 15
July 
19 Rich & Debbie Shank 
 Michael & Julie Miller
21 Persis Sosiak & Brett Miller  

August
8 Vern & Jeanne Long

Church of the Redeemer 
UCC is Online!
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