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Celebrate Margaret’s Retirement!

On Sunday, Aug. 29, we will celebrate Margaret 
Borrelli’s retirement and give thanks for her 15 
years of service to Church of the Redeemer UCC! 
During worship, we will have the opportunity to 
express our thanks in a special service of release. 
There will be a time for fellowship immediately 
following worship. Mark your calendars for this 
festive and wonderful day and a chance for all of 
us to wish Margaret well as she moves into the 
next part of her journey!



CHANGE. Sometimes that feels 
like a dirty word. We have 

a lot of  that 
happening at 
Church of  the 
Redeemer this 
month.  

We celebrated 
Pastor Brooke’s 
installation 
as our settled pastor, and we 
will be recognizing Margaret’s 
retirement as our Minister of  Faith 
Formation. There is a roller coaster 
of  emotions packed into that 
sentence!  

To paraphrase 
the Rev. Mark 
Suriano, who 
preached Aug. 
8 at Pastor 
Brooke’s 
installation, 
“Change is 
scary, it is hard work, and it can be 
full of  joy.” 

This also reminds me that in the life 
of  the church, big changes — like 
calling a settled pastor, celebrating 
a baptism or confirmation — are 
marked by a promise: “We will with 
the help of  God.” We can do the 
hard, scary, joyful work, because we 
do it together, with the help of  God.  

The Church Needs the Community of Us
PASTOR’S COLUMN

PASTOR R. BROOKE BAKER

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

JULIE BARNES

Thank You!

REV. SURIANO

HOW IS IT THAT WE ARE looking at starting 
another program year? September 12 will be our 

Homecoming Sunday. In years past, that looked like 
Zaugg Dogs, games on the lawn, and a full church. Last 
year, it looked like welcoming people via Zoom, youth 
meeting after worship, and videos for the younger kids. I 
have to say, I have no idea what it will look like this year! 
Had you asked me in June, I would have said it might 
look like a potluck and kids meeting outside, but with increasing numbers of  
the Delta variant, I am back to throwing up my hands. 

Just when I thought it would be safe to sing again, I am left with more 
questions. The good news is that I do not have to make those decisions by 
myself. Church of  the Redeemer is fortunate to have capable leadership who 
thoughtfully makes decisions based upon information from scientists and 
listening to our Stillspeaking God. While they need and want to hear your 
opinions, please know that they are in a difficult position. Their first priority is 
what is best for the church and that is not always the most popular decision. 

Because our congregation is made up of  people with varying thoughts and of  
varying ages, decisions will not be popular with everyone. I would ask that as 
decisions are made, if  you believe they could be harmful to you or someone 
else, please speak up. If  you do not like the decision, but it is not harmful to 
you, consider keeping that opinion to yourself. It does not mean you cannot 
have that opinion, you just may not need to express it. 

COVID-19 is here to stay. That does not mean we cannot be a church; it 
means we may need to do it differently and it will likely not be the way it 
has been in the past. God offers each of  us grace, and we are called to offer 
that grace to each other as well. I need that reminder sometimes as much as 
anyone else. So stay tuned for plans for our Homecoming Sunday, but it is my 
sincere hope that you will come home to Church of  the Redeemer and share 
that home with someone else.

Blessings,

September 11 
Remembrance Service

A Community Service of Remembrance for the 20th 
anniversary of 9/11: Saturday, Sept. 11, at 6 p.m. 

West Park UCC
3909 Rocky River Dr., Cleveland, OH 44111 

Pastor Brooke and Jason Aquila will be 
participating in the service.

All are welcome. GRAPHICS: DAN GOLD/UNSPLASH (ABOVE) LONGLEGSBIGCITY.COM (LEFT)



One Last Minute
with Margaret

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES

MARGARET BORRELLI

MUSIC MINISTRIES

August Update

CAROL PEDDIEGREETINGS!

As we enter the month of  August, we continue on 
the same path: still no singing of  hymns, but we are in the 
sanctuary and enjoying the special music by members of  our 
Chancel Choir and Jason Aquila on piano and organ.

As of  now, we are still planning to start our Chancel Choir 
and Bell Choir rehearsals beginning on Wednesday, Sept. 8:  
Bell Choir at 7 p.m. and Chancel Choir at 8 p.m. If  you are 
interested in becoming a member of  either or both groups, 
please contact Carol Peddie for more information. 
 
Hoping you continue to enjoy our beautiful summer, and 
looking forward to getting back to our missed ways of  
worship and joining together in fellowship.

Blessings to all, 
Carol

WITH MY DAY OF RETIREMENT 
fast approaching, I am asked by 

almost everyone I meet — “Are you excited?” I never know 
quite how to answer that. Excited isn’t the word I would use 
to describe how I’m feeling, but my coming up with another 
word is complicated. Yes, I am anticipating this new chapter 
in my life, but I’m still in the transition which includes 
saying goodbye. I guess I could describe it as standing in the 
threshold, and I’m still looking back as much as I’m looking 
forward. So, my feelings are a bit of  a jumble.

I’ve served in the ministry of  faith formation for 43 years (28 
years at West Park UCC and 15 years here at Church of  the 
Redeemer UCC). I have experienced these years as a call 
from God to these two wonderful congregations. And it has 
been a wonderful career. It has become my identity, lived out 
in relationship with each of  you. 

Twenty-some years ago, when I was seeking authorization 
as a Commissioned Minister, I wrote about God naming me 
and calling me by name. I believed then, as I do now, that it 
is only through God’s love that I am named. And each day 
if  I listen for and hear God’s call, I become more of  who I 
really am. As a Minister of  Faith Formation, I have humbly 
hoped that I could be an instrument by which others might 
also hear themselves named through God’s calling. 

It’s hard to leave and see there is so much still to do. It’s 
hard not to wonder if  I’ve made a meaningful difference. 
We plant seeds, we water, we weed, we pray, we labor. But 
a reality in any congregation is that people come and go. 
Deaths, weddings, new jobs. Families move. Youth graduate. 
Children drift away into other activities. Those of  us who 
serve a church don’t always get to see a life lived out, to 
know if  the seeds planted will sprout, grow, or bear fruit. 

At this point, before I step across the threshold, all I can say 
is that I have tried to be faithful to my call and who I am. 
And then, I must leave the rest to God. For as the Scripture 
says in 1 Corinthians 3:6, “I planted, (others) watered, but 
God gave the growth.”

And if  one asks now how I am feeling, I will answer without 
hesitation, “Grateful.”

It’s been a pleasure working in the fields with all of  you. 
Until we meet again —

Blessings,
Margaret

August Birthdays
18  Melissa Hille
20 Geoffrey Gens
21 Ben Miller
26 Samantha Earl
30 Chuck Zaugg
 Kaitlyn Holt
31 Kyle Schlitter

August Anniversaries
21 Chad & Jennifer 
 Bernard
22 Alex & Karen 
 Tomoff 
 Jeff & Marsha 
Reitz
26 Eugene & Lori 
 Widmer

September Birthdays
1 Bob Patzwahl
5 Ruth Gartner
7 Wayne Borrelli
8 Kaylee Madison 
 Reed
10 Debbie Shank
 Alice DiNicola
13 Fern Jones

September 
Anniversaries

3 Jonathan & Holly 
 MillerShank    
5 John & Lisa 
 Thomas  

Birthdays & Anniversaries, 
August 15 — September 15

We have fun 
in choir ... 

so will YOU! 
Join us!



FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE

COVID-19 Facts and Insights

NANCEY BROCK, RN

AS A NURSE, 
I try to allay 

my patient’s fears. 
However, with the 
increasing number 
of  people infected 
with COVID-19 
(Cuyahoga 
County averages 146 new cases/day), 
it is getting more and more difficult 
to give them consoling answers to 
their questions. The Delta variant is a 
new “unknown” for us. Some of  the 
questions are: “If  we are vaccinated, 
can we still get the virus”, “Do we have 
to wear a mask”, “Do we have to isolate 
if  exposed to the virus”, and most often, 
“Is it safe for my children to attend 
in-person classes”. These unanswered 
questions cause uncertainty, fear, and 
anxiety in our lives. 

So, the following is provided to 
hopefully answer some of  your 
questions: 

(from CDC.GOV/CORONAVIRUS; July 
27, 2021)

• If  you are fully vaccinated, it is 
possible for you to become infected 
with the COVID-19 virus. The 
symptoms are usually milder, you 
are not usually hospitalized, and 
there are no reported deaths for fully 
vaccinated people from the virus.

• Symptoms of  Delta variant resemble 
the common cold or a stomach virus. 

• If  you are unvaccinated and have 
symptoms, get tested, stay away from 
others. If  you test positive, isolate at 
home for 10 days.

• If  you are fully vaccinated and you 
come in close contact (15 minutes or 
more without a mask) with someone 
who is COVID-19 positive, you 
should get tested 3-5 days after your 
exposure (even if  you do not have any 
symptoms). You should wear a mask 

indoors in public for 14 
days following exposure 
or until your test result 
is negative. You should 
isolate for 10 days if  
your test result is positive. 
(Fully vaccinated people 
infected with the Delta 
variant can spread the 
virus to others.)

• To reduce the risk of  
being infected with 
the Delta variant and 
possibly spreading it 
to others, wear a mask 
indoors in public if  
you are in an area of  
substantial or high 
transmission (Cuyahoga and Lorain 
Counties are currently substantial). 
Many businesses are requiring masks 
for employees and customers.

CDC Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention 
in K-12 Schools (from CDC.GOV/
CORONAVIRUS; August 5, 2021)

• Students and staff will be required to 
wear a mask on a bus or any public 
transit.

• Due to the highly contagious Delta 
variant, CDC recommends universal 
indoor masking by all students (age 
2 and older), staff, teachers, and 
visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of  
vaccination status.

• Note: Check your specific school 
district to find out mask policy. 
(Cleveland school district requires 
mask for staff and student the first 
5 weeks of  school. Lorain County 
– masks are not required for fully 
vaccinated staff and students. Other 
districts are deferring to family choice 
day-by-day).

• In addition to masking, CDC 
recommends schools maintain 3 feet 
of  social distancing between students. 

If  it is not possible to maintain 
the 3 feet of  social distancing, it is 
important to layer other prevention 
strategies: 

• Screening testing (Testing 
asymptomatic individuals who do not 
have known/suspected exposure to 
COVID).

• Proper ventilation

• Handwashing and respiratory 
etiquette (e.g. sneezing into a tissue)

• Staying at home when sick

• Getting tested, contact tracing 
in combination with quarantine 
and isolation, and cleaning and 
disinfecting

• Schools should communicate their 
strategies to teachers, staff, families, 
and directly to older students 
using accessible materials and 
communication channels so that 
everyone clearly understands!

If  you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact me at 1-440-331-0834 
or email me: nancey@corucc.org.

Nancey Brock, RN
Parish Nurse

For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but 
gives us love, power, and self-discipline. — 2 Timothy 1:7


