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News Around the Congregation
Coffee, Tea, and Pastor B 
Join Pastor Brooke Dec. 14, 10:30 a.m. till noon, at Blackbird Coffee in Lakewood. 
Enjoy a cuppa and some great conversation!

New Members! 
We will be welcoming our newest members to Redeemer UCC on Sunday, Nov. 
21, New Member Sunday!

Hanging of the Greens
Saturday, Dec. 4, 9 a.m.-noon, help prepare the sanctuary and church building for 
the Advent and Christmas season.

Poinsettias
If  you would like to purchase a poinsettia in memory or in honor of  someone, 
orders must be in by November 28. Cost is $21. See the form in this issue, or in the 
Sunday bulletin, or pick one up in the office after November 9.

December ‘Adopt a Family’ Mission Offering
We are again participating in the Westlake Adopt A Family Christmas program 
this year. However, the process will be a bit different — and easier — due to the 
pandemic and various other reasons. The Mission Committee has decided to 
collect $25 gift cards and monetary donations ONLY for Adopt A Family. 
Make checks payable to Redeemer and earmarked “Adopt a Family” in the memo 
line. Gift cards should be from stores that sell food, clothes, toys, etc. — e.g., Target, 
Walmart, or other similar stores. You may box and wrap the gift cards, or put them 
in envelopes, and deliver them to the church. The deadline for donations is 
Dec. 5. Thank you for your generous donations to this worthwhile program!

Blue Christmas Service
A very special, intimate Taizé service will be held December 16 at 7 p.m. in the 
chapel. The service is perfect for everyone looking for some quiet amidst the busy-
ness of  the season: solitude and beautiful music for reflection in this holy season.

Christmas Eve Service
This year, we will have one family-friendly Christmas Eve service December 24. 
Music begins at 7:15 p.m. The service will include communion and candlelight as 
we usher in the birth of  the Christ Child on this holy night.

News Around the Congregation continued on page 3.
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AS I MENTIONED in my recent 
“Monday Musings,” our congregation 

has a rich history with 
deep roots. That is a 
wonderful thing — 
when it comes to our 
history. It isn’t so good 
when it comes to our 
building. Unfortunately, 
our building is showing 
its age — and not in a good way. You will 
hear more about this from our facility 
team in January, but we have several major 
projects in the works, and several others that 
(hopefully) will be completed this year.

We continue to investigate the sanctuary 
roof. We are working with a new company 
who has some possible solutions we hope 
will address the issue and be cost-effective. At 
our fall meeting November 14, you will 
vote on the replacement of  the lounge 
roof. Our by-laws state that any expenditure 
over $10,000 needs to be voted on by the 
congregation. The leadership team hopes 
you will support this expense. This roof  
has been patched several times over the 
last few years, and at this point it needs to be 
completely re-done. 

Other facility repairs that are in process or to 
be completed this year include: rewiring of  
the building to support livestreaming (funded 
by endowment); replacement of  light 
fixtures in the office area; and addressing the 
(non-functional) chimney outside fellowship 
hall. In addition, the gathering room air 
conditioning compressor has completely 
failed. Replacement of  this has been 
approved, and work will be completed in 
spring 2022.  

I encourage you to prayerfully consider 
your pledge for 2022, and to consider how 
we should use ALL our gifts within the 
congregation to support our mission.

Thank you, 
Julie Barnes
President, Leadership Team

AS I SIT DOWN TO WRITE THIS, Thanksgiving 
is a little more than two weeks away and during 

the entire month of  November, social media has been 
filled with things for which people are thankful; and 
then there are the pictures of  Christmas trees and 
decorations going up. That is not a criticism, but a 
fact. People put up Christmas decorations for a whole 
host of  reasons. Some people love this season so much 
that they cannot wait to get in the spirit. Other people have a couple of  
weeks off now and know that come the first of  December their calendars 
will fill up, so if  they are going to decorate, they had better do it now. Some 
people have Christmas decorations in every room and others decorate 
sparsely. There is not a right or wrong way in which to exist during this 
time.

Our Christian calendar tells us something different than the commercial 
calendar, though. We are in a season of  gratitude and a time of  ending. 
This time of  year is often when churches — like us — have a stewardship 
campaign, asking for people’s generosity so that we can continue our 
ministries. We have heard the voices of  many of  our members this year — 
both in writing and in worship — about why it is they give. Their reasons 
are better than any sermon I could preach on stewardship. We are coming 
to the end of  the liturgical calendar. The new year in the Christian world 
begins the first Sunday of  Advent, so November 21 is the last Sunday of  
lectionary year B. 

Advent is all about waiting for the birth of  Jesus. There are some among us 
who are celebrating holidays without loved ones this year for a whole host 
of  reasons and feel like we would be just fine skipping all of  these holidays 
this year. 

We are going to wait a little bit this year too. Instead of  decorating for 
Christmas on November 21, we are going to pull out the Advent wreath for 
the first Sunday, but wait to decorate the sanctuary until December 4. We 
have plenty of  examples throughout scripture of  waiting, so we will follow 
our Christian teachings and wait this year. If  this holiday season is feeling 
difficult, there is a place for you here and I hope you will consider attending 
our Blue Christmas service December 16 for a quiet place to sit with your 
feelings. 

Finally, let us all pause on a regular basis to give thanks to God for the gifts 
we have in our life; whether people or things or nature, let us give thanks. I 
will not be waiting to give thanks for this congregation and its many gifts as 
we look into the future. 

Blessings,

Grateful and Waiting
PASTOR’S COLUMN

PASTOR R. BROOKE BAKER

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

JULIE BARNES

Please Prayerfully 
Consider Your Pledge



HELLO! I PRAY EVERYONE had a fantastic 
October. The changing of  the weather always 

makes me reflect on the past year. This month, I 
would like all of  you to think back on this year. How 
have you grown? In what way? Also, where in your 
life still needs growth?

Halloween Party: As some of  you may know, the youth 
group had a Halloween party Oct. 30. Let me say first it was a true blessing 
to meet the teens and start getting to know them. We all had a great time.

In-person youth group starts soon: Beginning November 14, the 
youth group will meet every week after worship, 11:30 a.m. -1 p.m. at 
the church. It will be a time for fellowship, growth, and fun! 

Community Service: I am currently working on getting a time for 
the youth to serve the community in some way, and more information 
will come when it is available.

GREETINGS!

As the holidays are fast approaching, I 
find myself  being more thankful than ever:  
thankful for God’s love and goodness in 
all things; thankful that we are once again 
worshiping together in our sanctuary. 

We are planning for the Chancel Choir to 
return to Sunday services beginning January 
9. Until then, we will continue with special 
music. If  anyone is interested in singing/
playing a solo/duet for an upcoming service, 
please contact Carol Peddie.

The Bell Choir could possibly return for the 
Christmas Eve service.

As we move closer to some normalcy, let’s 
celebrate each day and remain thankful for 
God’s love and goodness.

Wishing you all a beautiful and very Happy 
Thanksgiving,

Carol

MUSIC MINISTRIES

Back to 
Choir in 
January!

CAROL PEDDIE

Youth Activities Ramping Up!
FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES

BEN HOLCOMB

Birthdays & Anniversaries,  
November 15 — December 15

November Birthdays
17 Bobby Andrews
19 Victoria Miller
 Russ Williams
 Carter Humphrey
25 Jean Badger
29 Jeff Reitz

November Anniversaries
3 Rob & Donna Miller
28 Bill & Sue Schlitter

December Birthdays
2 Aaron Barnes
4 Kelly Patzwahl
5 Bill Sargent
 Steve Earl
 Dale Andrews
6  Jean Noffke
13 Sue Schlitter 

Open Doors: A New Ministry for, by, and to the 
LGBTQIA+ Community
Pastor Brooke and the Rev. Jason Thompson, senior minister at West 
Park UCC, are starting up Open Doors, a new faith community 
ministry that will meet quarterly at West Park UCC. The first meeting 
is December 5 from 4 to 6 p.m. and will include fellowship time, some 
education, and worship including communion. Learn more at https://
westparkucc.org/opendoors.

Community Meal Grab’N’Go! Free to Everyone!
Nov. 27, 4:30 p.m. till we are out of  dinners at Clague Road United 
Church of  Christ, 3650 Clague Road, North Olmsted. We serve at 
the back door — drive by and we will bring you a great meal! This 
month Bill and Elaine Freed will cook.The monthly meal is sponsored 
by Redeemer UCC and Clague Road UCC. If  you are interested in 
volunteering, contact Elaine Freed, elaine@jesfoods.com. NOTE: There 
will be no Community Meal in December.

Mission News
Our November mission collection is monetary donations to “Pack 
the Pantry.” The next Mission Committee meeting takes place Dec. 5 
immediately following worship.

More News Around the Congregation
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FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE

FAQ: Flu Vaccine Questions for the 2021-22 season

NANCEY BROCK, RN

It’s Easy to Give Online
The Redeemer UCC website is setup for online giving: https://www.corucc.org/give/. 
Illustrated instructions in PDF form are available online the website: https://www.
corucc.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/instructionsforonlinegiving.pdf.

INFLUENZA (FLU) IS A POTENTIALLY SERIOUS 
DISEASE that can lead to hospitalization and sometimes 

even death. Every flu season is different, and influenza can 
affect people differently, but millions of  people get flu every 
year, hundreds of  thousands of  people are hospitalized 
and thousands to tens of  thousands of  people die from 
flu-related causes every year. Flu can mean feeling bad for 
a few days and missing work or it can result in more serious 
illnesses. Complications include bacterial pneumonia, 
ear infections, sinus infections and worsening of  chronic 
medical conditions, such as congestive 
heart failure, asthma, or diabetes. 
September and October are generally 
good times to get vaccinated. Ideally, 
everyone should be vaccinated by the 
end of  October. Below are frequently 
asked questions about the flu vaccine.

1. Why do I need to get a flu 
vaccine? The flu vaccine can help 
to prevent you from getting sick 
with the flu. If  you do get the flu, 
the symptoms are usually milder 
and of  shorter duration. It can also 
reduce the risk for hospitalization, and it can be lifesaving 
in children. The best protection against the flu is to get a 
flu vaccination.

2. Who should get a flu vaccine? Everyone 6 months 
and older, pregnant women, people with certain chronic 
health conditions and even people with an egg allergy 
can get a flu shot. Vaccination is particularly important 
for people who are at a higher risk for developing flu 
complications.

3. Who should not get a flu vaccine?
• Children younger than 6 months of  age are too young 

to get a flu shot.
• People with severe, life-threatening allergies to any 

ingredient in a flu vaccine (other than egg proteins)
• People who have had a severe allergic reaction to 

a dose of  influenza vaccine should not get that flu 
vaccine again and may not be able to receive other 

influenza vaccines. 
• If  you have questions about the 

vaccine, always check with your 
health care provider to decide 
whether a vaccination is right for you.

4. What viruses will the 2021-2022 flu vaccine 
protect against? There are many different flu viruses, 
and they are constantly changing. The US flu vaccines 
are reviewed annually and updated as needed to match 

circulating flu viruses. This season, all 
flu vaccines will protect against the four 
viruses that research indicates will be 
most common.

5. Misconceptions about the flu 
vaccine.

• Can the flu vaccine give you 
the flu? No, flu vaccines cannot cause 
flu illness. Flu shots are made with 
either inactivated (killed) viruses, or with 
only a single protein from the flu virus. 

• Is it better to get sick with 
the flu than to get the flu vaccine? No. Flu 
can be a serious disease, particularly among young 
children, older adults, and people with certain chronic 
health conditions, such as asthma, heart disease or 
diabetes. And it carries the risk of  serious complications.

• Do I have to worry about a serious reaction 
from the flu vaccine? No. Reactions to the flu 
vaccine are very rare. You may experience minor 
symptoms such as a sore arm, low grade fever, and 
fatigue. 

• Does getting a flu vaccination increase your risk 
of getting COVID-19? No. There is no evidence 
to support flu vaccine increasing your risk for the 
coronavirus.

Flu is a very contagious respiratory disease that can lead to 
serious illness, hospitalization, or even death. The best way 
to protect yourself  and your loved ones against the flu is to 
get a flu vaccine every flu season!
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