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Just Peace. Open and Affirming.
All are Welcome.

Iftar Dinner
The Muslim Holy Month of Ramadan began on April 2. During this month,
many Muslims fast from food and drink during the daylight hours. On Tuesday,
April 12, our Muslim friends from the Northern Ohio Intercultural Association
(NOICA) will break fast with us and teach us about their faith. They will provide
an assortment of traditional Turkish foods. The event takes place at West Park
United Church of Christ (3909 Rocky River Drive, Cleveland, Ohio 44111) at 7
p.m., with dinner served promptly at 8:05 p.m. (sunset). ALL ARE WELCOME.

Maundy Thursday Service
We will hold our Maundy Thursday service April 14 at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.

Dessert Baking for the Community Meal
We will meet April 23 from 9 to 11 a.m. in the kitchen and Fellowship Hall
to bake desserts for the Community Meal. This is part of our newest outreach
ministry, and is sure to be a big hit with those receiving the Community Meal.
Thanks for your help in this important ministry.

Community Meal Grab’N’Go! Free to Everyone!
April 30, 4:30 p.m. till we are out of dinners at Clague Road United Church of
Christ, 3650 Clague Road, North Olmsted. We serve at the back door — drive
by and we will bring you a great meal! If you are interested in volunteering,
contact Elaine Freed, elaine@jesfoods.com.

Lenten Study on Prayer Continues
Our Lenten Study began March 8 and continues on Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m.
through April 12 in person and via Zoom. The study on why we pray and
various types of prayer. All are welcome.

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study
Our weekly Bible study also continues on Wednesdays at 1 p.m. in the Gathering
Room and via Zoom. All are welcome.

Support Meals on Wheels!
Shop Dean’s Greenhouse, 3984 Porter Rd. in Westlake, from May 1 through
June 15. When you check out, mention that your purchase is supporting the Meal
son Wheels campaign. Our local Meals on Wheels serves Bay Village, North
Olmsted, Olmsted Falls, Olmsted Township, and Westlake residents. Learn more
about Meals on Wheels at westlakemealsonwheels.org.

PASTOR’S COLUMN

LEADERSHIP TEAM

Resurrection

We are Coming Alive!

I READILY ADMIT THAT I WAS TIRED on

... the road is long, and the times are
hard. We go on, for the sake of promised joy. ... And the best thing? You’re
beside me. And I’m with you. And in our
sharing, God is near.

Sunday afternoon. Many pastors go home and take
a nap on Sunday afternoons — I am not normally
one of them, but I was fairly useless on Sunday after
our beautiful worship. I want to begin by thanking the
members of leadership who played a key role in the
planning and inspiration for this service. That includes
more than just the members of Leadership Team —
Church of the Redeemer is rich with gifted leaders.

PASTOR R. BROOKE BAKER

There are always a lot of
moving parts when worship
moves from one space to
another and there were
volunteers, including youth,
who helped to set up, clean
up, and tear down. I may
have been the one who was
remembering last-minute
details at midnight on Saturday,
but there were so many who
attended to those details —
including Julie Barnes, who
showed up at just the right time in the sermon with essential oils for each of the
tables.
If you missed Sunday, you were missed and you missed the energy that was
palpable in the room. I reveled in simply listening while I heard the variety of
conversations and then the sharing that took place afterwards. You will hear
more in the upcoming months about where we, as a congregation, want to go.
I know that our history is that of Evangelical and Reformed, but let us embrace
our congregational roots and all commit to working together and listening to
each other.
There is a resurrection coming for Church of the Redeemer. We have sat in
our Good Friday and Holy Saturday long enough; we have new life just waiting
to burst forth.

I

READ THIS PASSAGE from Mary
Luti in our Lenten
devotional, The Long
Haul, as the Leadership
Team was preparing for
our lunch and meeting
on April 3. It really
captured my hope for
JULIE BARNES
the meeting — to share
our “Why?” and to have the congregation
give their thoughts on our direction.
Thank you for being there and sharing your
vision of Church of the Redeemer with
the Leadership Team. It was a little scary,
because we haven’t done something like this
in a long time, and you never know how it
will go. I am feeling energized and excited as
I put all the information together.
In the coming months, the Leadership Team
will be taking your thoughts and starting to
plan the “How.” Please let me, or a member
of the Leadership Team, know other ideas
you have — in our sharing, God is near.
Blessings,
Julie Barnes
President, Leadership Team

Blessings,

Coming Church Team Meetings
The Leadership Team meets May 2 and May 23 at 7:15 p.m.

It’s Easy to Give Online
The Redeemer UCC website is setup for online giving: https://www.corucc.org/give/. Illustrated instructions in
PDF form are available online the website: https://www.corucc.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/
instructionsforonlinegiving.pdf.

MUSIC MINISTRIES

Mission News

Welcome Back!

Our April mission collection will benefit both Crossroad Child
& Family Services and United Church Homes.

G

REETINGS!

We’re very happy to report that the
CAROL PEDDIE
Redeemer Chancel Choir has returned to our Sunday worship
services. It is so wonderful to have them back, along with our
Bell Choir.
We welcome any new members who may be interested in
joining our music program. Rehearsals are on Wednesday
evenings. The Bell Choir meets in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.,
and the Chancel Choir is currently rehearsing in Fellowship
Hall at 8:00 pm.
Thank you to all of our musicians for continuing our journey
together of bringing praise and honor to the Lord through the
beauty of music.

Blessings to all,
Carol

THE CHANCEL CHOIR RETURNED MARCH 13! (Screen grab from video)

Birthdays and Anniversaries,
April through Mid-May
April Birthdays
6 Anne Hurst
9 Ausma Kvasnicka
12 Dave Kvasnicka
Drew Davies
13 Emma Kozar
Shannon Widmer
Sarah Scardina
14 Mark Lentz
15 Lisa Thomas
Daniel Zak
18 Brent Miller
Keith Miller
19 Bill Schlitter
20 Chuck Mealy
21 Leola Adams

21
22
25
30

Chuck Zaugg
Paul Hartman
Dave Patzwahl
Janet Kramer

May Birthdays
8 Kathleen (Kitty)
Carroll
Elizabeth Hille
Andrew Hille
13 Diane Kvasnicka
May Anniversaries
10 Mike & Kathy Barrick

Crossroad (https://www.
crossroad-fwch.org/),
based in Fort Wayne, Ind.,
has a long connection to
Redeemer UCC, going
back to its early days as an
orphanage and adoption
agency. Today, Crossroad
CROSSROAD YOUTH PARTICIPATING IN
creates promising futures
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES. (Crossroad Photo)
for children in difficult
circumstances by providing therapy, education, and family
support services. A member of the UCC Council for Health
and Human Service Ministries (CHHSM), it provides a full
spectrum of services in residential, outpatient, home-based,
and community settings.
United Church Homes
(UCH) (https://www.
unitedchurchhomes.org/),
based in Marion, Ohio,
runs several older adult
communities — both
life plan communities
RESIDENTS OF CANAL VILLAGE AND
and affordable housing
DAVID’S WAY, UCH COMMUNITIES
communities — across the
IN CANAL FULTON, OHIO, ENJOY THE
country. Also a member of
CAMPUS POND. (UCH photo)
CHHSM, UCH’s mission
is to provide quality and affordable housing and healthcare
options to older adults. Today, United Church Homes is a
leading provider of healthcare and senior living services with a
mission to transform aging by building a culture of community,
wholeness, and peace for those we are privileged to serve.
Its communities are SAGE certified, which means that their
employees have been trained to support the unique needs
of older LGBTQA+ adults. UCH created the Ruth Frost
Parker Center for Abundant Living, which is committed to
transforming the experience of aging, so that wherever older
adults choose to make their home, they all have an opportunity
to live abundantly.

In Gathering for April
This month’s In Gathering collection is “Breakfast of
Champions,” and we are collecting cereal. Thanks in advance
for your generosity to both April mission offerings!

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE

The Importance of the Shingles Vaccine
An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.. — Benjamin Franklin

Iseveral cases of patients with shingles admitted into
n the last couple of months,

I have encountered

the hospital. Since I experienced a very nasty case of
shingles in 2003, I decided to provide information on
the shingles cause, signs/symptoms, complications, and
prevention so that parishioners can make an informed
decision on the Shingles vaccine.
Shingles is caused by the varicella-zoster virus — the
same virus that causes chickenpox. After you have had
chickenpox, the virus snuggles down and lies inactive
in nerve tissue near your spinal cord and brain. Years
later, something wakes
up the virus where it then
manifests as a painful rash.
The rash can appear as a
single stripe of blisters that
wraps around either the
left or the right side of the
body within a specific nerve
distribution. In addition to
appearing on your body, it
can also infect the eyes, ears,
and brain. Shingles isn’t a
life-threatening condition,
but it can be very painful and cause chronic conditions.
The signs and symptoms of Shingles:
•

Pain, burning, numbness, or tingling

•

Sensitivity to touch

•

A red rash that begins a few days after the pain
begins

•

Fluid-filled blisters that break open and crust over

•

Itching (the itching is internal, topical creams do not
help)

•

Some people experience fever, headache, sensitivity
to light, and fatigue

Risk factors that can activate shingles include:
•

Cancer

•

50 years and older

•

Undergoing chemotherapy

•

Certain medications

•

STRESS!

Complications can include:

NANCEY BROCK, RN

Neuralgia: Pain that continues
after the rash disappears when a nerve is damaged.
Confused messages are sent of pain from your skin to
your brain.
Vision loss
Hearing loss

Neurological problems: Depends on which nerves
have been damaged. Shingles can cause inflammation
of the brain (encephalitis),
facial paralysis, or balance
problems.
Skin infections: If the
shingles blisters are not
properly treated, bacterial
skin infections may develop.
The best way to prevent
shingles is to get the
shingles vaccine, a series
of two doses 2-6 months
apart. Shingrix is approved
and recommend for people age 50 and older, including
those who have previously received the Zostavax vaccine
or had shingles. Medicare Part A and B do not cover the
cost of the Shingles vaccine. Medicare Part D does cover
most of the cost, and 96 percent of secondary private
insurance companies cover the entire cost.
If you have questions, concerns, or comments about
shingles or the vaccine, please send me an email
(nancey@corucc.org) or call me at (440)831-0834,
option#4.
Nancey Brock, RN
Parish Nurse

Aid for Ukraine
The UCC Ukraine Relief Fund provides shelter, food,
and other care to refugees and internally displaced
people. Mail a check made payable to the United
Church of Christ, PO BOX 71957 Cleveland, OH
44194. Please be sure to note “Ukraine Relief Fund” in
the memo section. Or give online at <https://www.ucc.
org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal>.

