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Join us Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
for worship and faith formation.

The Bucket Challenge!
This year, Redeemer UCC is assembling cleaning buckets to aid in disaster relief.
See the insert in this issue of the Grapevine for more information!

Amazon Smile for Redeemer UCC
We are now an official Amazon Smile charity. If you create a Smile account on
Amazon and choose Redeemer, the church will get a small donation with every
purchase you make. Just use this link to choose Redeemer: https://smile.amazon.
com/ch/34-1017283.

Coffee, Tea, and Pastor B

Church of the Redeemer UCC
is a Just Peace and an Open and
Affirming congregation.

Join Pastor Brooke September 13 from 10:30 a.m. till noon at Blackbird
Bakery in Lakewood for your favorite beverage and some wonderful conversation!

ALL ARE WELCOME!

for the Community Meal Aug. 20, from 9 to 11 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Thanks
for your help in this ministry.

Staff
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Carol Peddie
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Jason Aquila

Organist and Bell Choir Director
jason.aquila@gmail.com

Nancey Brock

Parish Nurse
nancey@corucc.org

McKinley Street Productions
Media Technicians
collin@corucc.org

Barb Powell

Communication Specialist
church@corucc.org
Office Hours
Tuesday & Wednesday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Thursday, 9 a.m.-Noon

Just Peace. Open and Affirming.
All are Welcome.

Dessert Baking for the Community Meal ... We will be baking desserts

Helping out Habitat
Join members of the Leadership Team in preparing lunch, taking it to a Habitat
for Humanity worksite, and serving it on August 25. See Julie Barnes if you
would like to help.

Community Meal Grab’N’Go! Free !
August 27, 4:30 p.m. till we are out of dinners at Clague Road United
Church of Christ, 3650 Clague Road, North Olmsted. We serve at the back door
— drive by and we will bring you a great meal! If you are interested in volunteering,
contact Elaine Freed, elaine@jesfoods.com.

Final Ice Cream of the Season!
We will hold one last ice cream fellowship for the year, Sept. 15 at 7 p.m. at
Mitchell’s in Westlake! See you there!

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study
Our weekly Bible study also continues on Wednesdays at 1 p.m. in the Gathering
Room and via Zoom. All are welcome.

Thanks for the School Supplies!
Thanks to everyone who donated school supplies. We delivered 16 backpacks filled
with school supplies to Stephanie Tubbs-Jones school for students who cannot afford
to purchase their own.
Continued on page 3
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Quite a Journey

Busily Moving Towards Fall

IS COMING TO AN END — well,
SUMMER
technically, not until September 22, but as we

OF THE REDEEMER,
CHURCH
there is so much going on this summer,
it is hard to keep up!

watch children, teachers, and administrators return
to school, we think of it as the end of the summer
season, which always brings about change.
We have a new Faith Formation Director starting
PASTOR R. BROOKE BAKER
(see more about her in the Faith Formation column). We are
saying farewell to Jason Aquila after 14 years. That is a lot of change.
While change is easier for some people more than others, change requires
something of us. It requires a willingness to let go of something that
was and accept something that is or will be. As is evident by some of the
things listed above, not all change is bad.
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians reminds us of the Good News that we,
too, shall experience resurrection one day; we, too, will be changed.
Look, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die,
but we will all be changed, in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound,
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

Change is always happening around us. It is up to us how we will respond
to that change. We can live in the past, wishing that things “were the
way they used to be,” or we can acknowledge that change is difficult, but
manageable.
As we face these changes, I hope you will consider what other changes
might make Church of the Redeemer an even more faithful community. I
look forward to hearing your thoughts.
Blessings,

You have probably
noticed that the
steeple is being fixed.
Many thanks to Mary
Kanzeg and the
JULIE BARNES
facilities team, with
special recognition
to Russ Williams, for all their efforts in
determining the issues and finding a costeffective solution.
As we look toward fall, school is in the
air! Church of the Redeemer demonstrated
their generosity once again by assembling
15 backpacks (plus some additional
supplies) for students in the Cleveland
Public Schools. Hopefully, the students will
feel the encouragement, support and love
that we put into each backpack. Thank you!
Our next project is collecting supplies for
cleaning buckets which are sent to disasters,
like the flooding in Kentucky. I know our
wonderful church community will step up
once again.
God bless,
Julie Barnes
President, Leadership Team

Mission News
Our August mission collection benefits
Lakewood Community Services Center,
which provides food and housing assistance,
youth services, mental and behavioral
health services, to empower individuals to
move towards self-sufficiency.

Learning About Equity ...
IN JULY, PASTOR BROOKE
PREACHED ABOUT
HER CIVIL RIGHTS
PILGRAMAGE, TAILORING
AN ADDITIONAL
SPECIAL MESSAGE
TO THE CHILDREN IN
ATTENDANCE.

In Gathering — The Bucket
Challenge!
The August AND September In
Gathering collection is for the
disaster relief buckets Redeemer UCC
is assembling as part of the UCC
Heartland Conference effort. See the list
of needed items on the insert! Thank you
for your generosity!

MUSIC MINISTRIES

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES

Summer Means
Special Music!

Introducing Kim Nagy!

G

Let me be the first to
introduce you to our new
Faith Formation Director,
the Rev. Kimberly Nagy.

REETINGS!

Summer is quickly drawing to a close
as we look forward to what God has in
store for us.

CAROL PEDDIE

Thank you to all of our soloists and musicians for their
faithfulness in providing special music during our summer
months. God has truly blessed us!
As we say goodbye to Jason Aquila, our organist/pianist/
bell choir director and my musical partner for the last 14
years, we thank him for sharing his many talents with us,
and we wish him the very best of everything in his future
endeavors. He will be greatly missed! Jason’s last Sunday
with us is August 21.
Blessings to all,
Carol

Pastor Kim graduated
from Chicago Theological
Seminary and was
ordained in August 2020.
She comes with a wealth
of experience in faith
THE REV. KIM NAGY
formation, having most
recently served as Minister
of Faith Formation at Kent UCC, in Kent, Ohio.
I first got to know Pastor Kim when we were both
Members in Discernment, working towards ordination.
I was always impressed with her energy and passion for
faith formation.
I know you will enjoy getting to know her as she begins
her time serving here. I am certainly looking forward to
having her as a colleague and I know our youth, as well
as our adults, will grow in their faith with her leadership.
Pastor Kim’s first day with us is August 15.
— Pastor Brooke

More News Around the Congregation
Lunch & Learn: Healthy Eating Aug. 25!

Birthdays and Anniversaries,
late August through mid-September
August Birthdays
18 Melissa Hille
20 Geoffrey Gens
21 Ben Miller
26 Samantha Earl
30 Chuck Zaugg
Kaitlyn Holt
31 Kyle Schlitter
August Anniversaries
21 Chad & Jennifer
Bernard
22 Alex & Karen Tomoff
Jeff & Marsha Reitz
26 Eugene & Lori
Widmer

September Birthdays
1 Bob Patzwahl
5 Ruth Gartner
8 Kaylee Madison Reed
10 Debbie Shank
13 Fern Jones
September
Anniversaries
3 Jonathan & Holly
MillerShank
5 John & Lisa Thomas
14 Joel & Christine Foote

‘Eating Healthy with Diabetes’ presented by Parish Nurse
Nancey Brock, RN. A powerpoint presentation with
teaching and discussion — and applicable to ALL, not just
people with diabetes! Aug. 25, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in
the Gathering Room. Healthy sandwiches and snacks will
be provided. Sign up in the Gathering Room or call the
office and we’ll add you to the list!

Aid for Ukraine
The UCC Ukraine Relief Fund provides shelter, food, and
other care to refugees and internally displaced people. Mail
a check made payable to the United Church of Christ,
PO BOX 71957 Cleveland, OH 44194. Please be sure to
note “Ukraine Relief Fund” in the memo section. Or give
online at <https://www.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraineemergency-appeal>.

It’s Easy to Give Online
Give to Redeemer UCC via the website: https://www.
corucc.org/give/. Instructions in PDF form are available
online: https://www.corucc.org/hp_wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2020/03/instructionsforonlinegiving.pdf.

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE

Good Health Requires Quality Sleep
In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety. — Psalm 4:8

M

OST RESEARCH SHOWS that the average adult

should get 7-9 hours of sleep each night. Did you
know that sleep is essential time needed to maintain good
health? But not just any sleep improves health! Tossing,
turning, taking an hour to fall asleep, getting up and down
multiple times a night is not quality sleep. Our bodies
need quality sleep to
strengthen our immune
system and to maintain
good health.
But what defines quality
sleep? The key to
excellent quality sleep
is the ability to fall
asleep fast and to stay
asleep longer. However,
there are things that
can prevent us from
achieving a good night’s
sleep, such as busy work
schedules, busy lifestyles,
excessive on-line activity,
day-to-day stressors, a
hectic environment, and
medical conditions.
The following are a few
tips that can help you manage day-to-day living and still
achieve quality sleep. Maybe not every night, but most
nights!
Help with Falling Asleep Faster:
• Exercise a little each day and tucker your body out
naturally. Important: give yourself 4 hours to cool
down after exercising before going to bed.
• Stop using your computers, laptops, tablets, and
phones at least 1-2 hours before sleeping.
• No caffeine 5 hours before bedtime.
• Finish important tasks before you go to bed, so you
do not dwell on unfinished tasks.
• Practice deep breathing before falling asleep.
(Breathe in for 4 seconds, hold for 4 seconds, and
breathe out for 4 seconds. Repeat times four.)
• Shower or bathe before bed to heat up your body,
letting your temperature slowly cool down. This tells
your body it is time to sleep.

Help with Staying Asleep
Longer:

NANCEY BROCK, RN

• Limit liquids before bed to avoid bathroom trips.
• Limit alcohol for a deeper sleep.
• Avoid acidic food
for dinner to prevent
heartburn.
• Eat dinner at least
3-4 hours before
bedtime.
• Avoid eating too
much at dinner so
you can digest before
going to sleep.
• Block out distracting
noises with earplugs,
or with white noise
from something like
a fan or a sleep app.
• Wear an eye mask
to keep light from
disturbing you.
Track your sleep each
day! There are many tools available to track your sleep:
smart watches, a fitness device, a pen and paper log, or
sleep monitor apps. All of these provide the ability to
track your sleep. Then when you wake up in the morning,
compare how you feel to your sleep pattern. Are you
energetic, groggy, motivated, or still tired? Based on your
waking response, you can add, delete, or modify steps to
improve your quality of sleep. If nothing helps improve
your sleep, make an appointment to see your doctor.
Please be aware that sleep disorders and chronic sleep loss
can put you at risk for heart disease, heart attack, heart
failure, irregular heartbeat, high blood pressure, stroke,
and diabetes. So, if you notice that you are always waking
up tired, fatigued, without energy, it is important for you
to see your doctor.
Your good health means so much to so many people!
Nancey Brock, RN
Parish Nurse

More News Around the Congregation
For your convenience, there’s a Redeemer Wish List on amazon.com — https://www.amazon.com/
hz/wishlist/dl/invite/hR5XgRx?ref_=wl_share. If you purchase items from there using Amazon
Smile, Redeemer will receive a small doantion
What is it?
The 2022 Bucket Challenge is a UCC Conferencewide effort to create 2,022 Emergency Cleanup and
Hygiene Kits. Redeemer UCC is participating by
creating Cleanup Kits. The kits will be turned in to
Church World Service (CWS) for distribution in areas
of need.

Why are we doing this?
Hurricanes, floods and other disasters are happening
more frequently. When our neighbors around the world
experience these unforeseen circumstances, we can
make the road to recovery easier with CWS cleanup
buckets. By filling these buckets full of essential home
recovery supplies (using the shopping list below), we
can help our neighbors’ dignity and recovery.

How do we get our filled buckets to CWS?
The UCC’s Templed Hills Camp in Bellville, Ohio, is
an official drop-off location for Church World Service
buckets. Buckets can be dropped off at Templed Hills
or at the UCC Northwest Association office in Tiffin,
Ohio.
Of course, we’ll need photographers to take photos of
the bucket packing and delivery, which we’ll share with
the UCC Heartland Conference office, on our website,
and on our facebook page!

What fills a bucket?
There are easy-to-follow instructions online for how to
pack the buckets successfully. Here’s what is needed:
— One five-gallon bucket with resealable lid (If
reused, please scrub clean. Do not use a bucket that has
held chemicals of any kind. No screw lid. Advertisement
on the outside acceptable.)
— One 4-8oz. pump spray air freshener
— Five scouring pads (No stainless steel or pads with
soap in them. Remove from packaging.)
— Seven sponges, including one large
— One scrub brush (With or without handle.)
— 18 reusable, lightweight multipurpose dry
cleaning towels (No terrycloth, microfiber or paper
towels. Remove from packaging.)
— One 32-64oz. or two 25oz. bottle(s) of liquid
laundry detergent
— One 16-34oz. bottle of liquid disinfectant dish
soap
— One 12-40oz. bottle of liquid concentrate
household cleaner that can be mixed with water (No
spray bottles.)
— One package of 36-50 clothespins
— One 50-100ft. clothesline (Cotton or plastic line.)
— Five dust masks (N95 particulate respirator dust
masks preferred; No surgical masks.)
— Two pairs of heavy-duty, waterproof
dishwashing gloves (Latex-free, non-surgical.
Durable for multiple-use. Remove from packaging.)
— One pair of work gloves (Cotton with leather palm
or all leather.)
— 20-28 heavy duty or contractor type 30-45 gallon
trash bags on a roll (Remove from packaging.)
— One 6-9oz. bottle of non-aerosol insect repellent
(Pump spay bottles must have protective covers. Packs
of 10-20 insect repellent wipes also acceptable.)

More Fun Photos!
Out with the Old and in with the New!
The Youth Room received new couches Aug. 8. Special thanks to Melissa Hille, Andrew Hille, Elizabeth Hille, and Katie
Carney for helping to take out an old couch and move in a couch and loveseat into the youth room. Thanks to Dave
Hille for the use of the truck — and thanks to a generous donor and member for the “new” furniture for our youth.

Habitat Walk July 30 at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo!
Julie Barnes, Zachary Barnes, Matthew Williams, Mike Miller, and the Rev. Doug Damron joined Pastor Brooke as
part of “Team Redeemer UCC” for the 35th anniversary Habitat for Humanity walk in the zoo July 30!

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
A community grounded in Christ, growing in service…
LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING MINUTES
May 2, 2022
x
x
x
x

Rev. Brooke Baker
President-Julie Barnes
Treasurer-Alex Tomoff
Secretary-Dorothy Earl

x
x

Andy Bischof
Jeff Kirkby
Mike Miller
Marcia Powles

x
x
x

Richard Shank
John Thomas
Matthew Williams

Call to Order / Opening Prayer
Opening – Meeting called to order at 7:21 p.m.
Opening Prayer – Matthew
Joys and Concerns
• Matthew expressed concern for the pastor of his parent’s church who is grappling with the
grief of a co-worker who lost her husband to suicide.
• John expressed concern for those dealing with covid, including his son, his son’s fiancé, and
another child.
• Andy asked for prayers for the families of two friends who passed recently.
• Julie noted a joy that her son Aaron has a new job and has just gotten his temporary driver’s
license.
• Matthew noted the joy that his daughter who was accepted into the pharmacy
apprenticeship program at the Cleveland Clinic has passed her boards today.

Approval of Minutes from 3/21/2022
• Motion to approve the minutes following 2 corrections by Matthew, seconded by Andy.
Motion carried.
Financial Reports – delivered by Alex Tomoff
• Balance Sheet
We have about $146,000 available cash.
• Operating Statement Income & Expenses General Fund:
o Offerings are right at budget at the end of the first quarter.
o Faith Formation expenses are $875 over budget due to Indeed search costs.
o Church property expenses were unfavorable to budget by $2,261 due to utilities.
o Staff compensation is lower than budgeted without a Faith Formation director.
o Missions have not yet been paid for the 1 st quarter.
• Fund Balances
Endowment and Legacy both showed gains for the month but remain down for the year.
The Financial Secretary’s report and Operating Income report are very close as shown on the
attached reconciliation.
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A motion to accept the financial reports was offered by Rich, seconded by Mike and approved
unanimously.
Parish Nurse’s Report was submitted to the Leadership Team.
Pastor’s Report
• Thrive Retreat in Lexington was meaningful
o The Gathering, Labor Day weekend, New Orleans, LA sponsored by the Pensions
Fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
o Closing retreat of the three-year grant will be November 16-18 in Lexington
• Made visit to Bob Patzwahl the week after Holy Week, need to reschedule with Fern Jones
• Held staff meeting March 29
o Choir’s last Sunday will be June 5
o Bell choir will play for the last time on May 15
• Lenten study was successful and meaningful for participants
• Had more than 80 people in attendance for Easter, between in-person and online
• Attending dinner for Deaconess Foundation tomorrow evening
• Attending house blessing for Habitat for Humanity Saturday at 11:30, so far, only with
Bonnie Hawver
• Peace Sunday is May 22
• Recognition of Seniors is June 12
• Pride Sunday will be June 12
• Reminder that being a part of Leadership Team involves more than just attending this
monthly meeting – attending webinars, signing up to usher, attending Habitat blessing,
helping with baking – cannot only be a few people and the pastor.
• Interview planned for this week with a candidate for Faith Formation Director.
Missions
• Hunger Walk coming up the first Saturday of June.
• Community Meals served about 150 meals this past Saturday.
Worship
• Memorial Fund has approved purchase of new green paraments for the altar.
Facilities
• Flat roof repairs are completed over the lounge.
Old Business
• All the wiring supplies arrived, with one monitor having been damaged.
• A motion was made by Mike to approve taking to the congregation the contract by Warren
Roofing for the sanctuary steeple repair, pending resolution of the issue involving obtaining
building permits and striking the paragraph requiring an architect. Quote is for $26,900 and
we approve overages, as required not to exceed 10%. Matthew seconded. Motion carried.
Congregation meeting to be May 22nd.
New Business
• Discussion ensued around a good way to allow Mary Kanzig to make purchases without
having to utilize her own credit card and wait for reimbursement. Motion was made to set up
an Amazon Smile Account for the use of non-staff members to create a wish list of
purchases which would then be approved by a staff member. Motion made by Julie,
seconded by Matthew. Motion carried.
• Discussion was held around the Future Plans Meeting that took place in April.
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•

Discussion was held around starting up coffee hours again.

Reminders:
Baking Day for Community Meal – Saturday, May 21
Community Meal – Saturday, May 28 at Clague UCC
Pastor Brooke offered a closing prayer.
Next Meeting
• May 23, 2022
• Opening Prayer – Rich
Meeting adjourned at 9:01 by acclimation.
Respectfully submitted,
Dorothy Earl
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