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News Around the Congregation
The Bucket Challenge!
Redeemer UCC is assembling cleaning buckets to aid in disaster relief. See the 
insert in this issue of  the Grapevine for more information!

Amazon Smile for Redeemer UCC
We are an Amazon Smile charity. Create a Smile account on Amazon and 
choose Redeemer, and we get a small donation with every purchase! Just use 
this link to choose Redeemer: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/34-1017283.

Community Meal Grab’N’Go! Free!
September 24, 4:30 p.m. till we are out of  dinners at Clague Road 
United Church of  Christ, 3650 Clague Road, North Olmsted. We serve at the 
back door — drive by and we will bring you a great meal! If  you are interested 
in volunteering, contact Elaine Freed, elaine@jesfoods.com. 

Youth Group Pizza and Tie-Dye!
The youth group is having their first gathering on Sunday, September 25, 
from 4 to 6 p.m. We’ll have pizza and tie-dye. Bring something to tie-
dye! Youth in grades 6 and up are invited to join us; all are welcome! 

Thursday Night Get Together Dinner 
This month’s dinner takes place September 29, 5:30 pm., at The Woods 
Restaurant, 21919 Center Ridge Road, Rocky River. Sign up in the Gathering 
Room! Questions? Contact Mary Kanzeg 440-327-8510 or maredon@oh.rr.com.

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study
Our weekly Bible study takes place Wednesdays at 1 p.m. in the 
Gathering Room and via Zoom. All are welcome. If  you can’t make it 
during the day, all are welcome to Wednesday evening Bible study at West 
Park UCC,  beginning Sept. 21 at 6 p.m. 3909 Rocky River Drive, Cleveland. 

Interactive Health & Wellness Day
Thanks to Parish Nurse Nancey, Redeemer UCC will host an Interactive 
Health and Wellness Day Thursday, Oct. 6, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Free 
and open to all, the event includes hearing screenings, glaucoma and 
pulse oximetry tests, heart telemetry, massages, blood pressure and glucose 
checks, Flu and COVID vaccinations, and much more. The events includes 
some 35 exhibitors ready to answer your questions, including University 
Hospitals St John’s, Miracle Ear, Rite-Aid, Home Health Services, and 
others. It is organized by Brookdale Westlake Village, Symphony at Olmsted 
Falls, Fairmont Senior Living of  Westlake, Integrity Home Health, Suncrest 
Hospice, and The Ganzhorn Suites. No RSVP necessary. Continued on page 3
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Autumn is the season to find contentment at home by paying 
attention to what we already have. ~ Unknown

I realize we are still a few days away from autumn 
beginning, but it is just around the corner. I have a 
love/hate relationship with fall. Yes, I love pulling out 
my sweatshirts, soup recipes, plaid, and putting the 
blanket back on the bed. However, it’s what follows fall 
that I dread. Less daylight, no more days porch sitting, 
and snow. But for now, I will enjoy the beauty and 
coziness of  autumn. 

This quote caught my eye because paying attention to what we already have 
is exactly what the vision team is doing. We are looking at who we are and 
what we have. I encourage you to do the same when it comes to Church of  
the Redeemer. 

It is easy to fall into the mindset, “But we’re not what we used to be.” But 
none of  us are, are we? Our very first organist sub said to me, “You have a 
great congregation here.” She was speaking to the size of  our congregation. 
I told her I wished we could go on field trips to see what other churches look 
like these days. We still have the impression that everyone else is doing better 
than we are. I am not denying that there are larger congregations than us, 
but let’s pay attention to what we already have. 

We have a congregation that sings well. That is a gift, whether you realize it 
or not. Along those lines, we have a strong music program. We have strong 
leadership: on our Leadership Team, on other teams, and from people who 
do not serve on a team. We have financial resources. As the finance people 
like to say, that is “fungible,” or ever changing, but there is generosity from 
our congregation and beyond. While it’s true we have passed deficit budgets, 
during my time with you, we have always ended our fiscal years in the black. 
That is not to say that I hope you won’t consider increasing your pledge to 
support our ever changing times, but this is what we already have. 

Just as things are always changing, we, too, are always changing. In what ways 
might you be willing to help with this change? When I began ministering 
with you as a designated pastor, almost four years ago, you were clear 
that you didn’t want to stay the same. What are you doing to bring that to 
fruition? 

As we settle into fall, I hope you can hold the tension between being content 
with what we already have and working towards change. This is at least part 
of  the goal of  the vision team, and I hope you will join us as we continue to 
do the work.

Blessings,

Autumnal Change
PASTOR’S COLUMN

PASTOR R. BROOKE BAKER

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

JULIE BARNES

‘Trust in You’

YOU HAVE ALL PROBABLY 
EXPERIENCED that time when 

you get a song stuck 
in your head — the 
same couple of  lines 
popping up all day or 
maybe all week! I had 
that happen to me this 
week as I was working 
on this article. You try 
to ignore them — maybe get a different 
“catchy” song to try to grab hold — but it 
wasn’t working for me. I probably needed 
to listen!

When You don’t move the 
mountains, I’m needing you to 
move, when You don’t part the 
waters, I wish I could walk through. 
When You don’t give the answers 
as I cry out to You, I will trust, I will 
trust in You.

“I will trust in You.” That doesn’t mean 
that we wait for a miracle! God works 
through all of  us. I will trust that our HR 
committee will find the right organist 
for us. I will trust that Pastor Brooke 
and the Leadership Team will lead our 
congregation in the direction God calls. 
I will trust that our congregation will 
rise to every occasion. I am blown away 
by your support for the UCC disaster 
bucket project! Together we can move 
mountains!

If  you have any questions or concerns, 
please reach out to me or another 
member of  the Leadership Team.

God bless, 
Julie Barnes
President, Leadership Team

Mission News
Our September mission collection 
benefits Redeemer UCC’s Support Our 
Families Fund, which provides assistance 
to Redeemer UCC members and friends 
in need. The In Gathering are the disaster 
relief  buckets (see page 1 and the insert).



MUSIC MINISTRIES

Fall Into Music!

GREETINGS! 

Autumn is just 
around the corner 
and we now find 
ourselves searching 
for an organist/
pianist to fill the 
position left by our 
beloved Jason Aquila, who after 14 
years, has moved on to another church. 
He will be greatly missed! 

Until we find someone, the choirs will 
remain on hold, and we will continue 
with special music and piano/organ 
substitutes.

God is good, and I know God will 
provide.

Blessings to all,
Carol

CAROL PEDDIE

FAITH FORMATION  MINISTRIES

HELLO, CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER! My name 
is Kim Nagy, and I am so excited to serve you as the 

new director of  faith formation. 

First, I want to thank you for the warm reception you gave 
me on August 14 — it was wonderful to get to meet so 
many of  you and share in fellowship after worship.

Second, I want to share with you a little bit about myself  
and my family. I am an Ohio native, having grown up in Dover, which is about 
an hour-and-a-half  south of  here. My wife, Amanda, and I live in Lakewood 
with our 14-month-old son and two cats. Amanda grew up outside of  Chicago 
and is a chaplain. Parenting doesn’t leave us much room for hobbies these 
days, but we do like to walk to our 
local parks and coffee shops. 

I am looking forward to getting 
to know you all more; my passion 
is rooted in children’s and youth 
ministries, so as I get my footing over 
the next few weeks, I look forward to 
meeting our youth and planning the 
year ahead. Please don’t hesitate to 
reach out for any reason: (330) 691-
0169.

Thank You, and Hello!

Blessing of the Animals
Redeemer UCC’s annual Blessing of  the Animals takes place Saturday, Oct. 8 
at 10 a.m. on the church front lawn (or inside, depending on weather). Bring your 
caged, leashed, or tanked animal for a blessing. The Blessing of  the Animals takes 
place to celebrate the feast of  St. Francis of  Assisi (Oct. 4). All pets are welcome!

Aid for Ukraine 
To donate to the UCC Ukraine Relief  Fund, mail a check made payable to the 
United Church of  Christ, PO BOX 71957 Cleveland, OH 44194. Note “Ukraine 
Relief  Fund” in the memo section. Give online at <https://www.ucc.org/global-
h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal>.

It’s Easy to Give Online
Give to Redeemer UCC via the website: https://www.corucc.org/give/. 
Instructions in PDF form are available online: https://www.corucc.org/hp_
wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/instructionsforonlinegiving.pdf.

Ohio Fair Trade Teach-In & Expo 2022
Fair Trade and Environmental Sustainability: Care for Our Earth, Saturday, Oct. 8, 2022, 
come and go anytime between 9 a.m  and 2 p.m. John Carroll University, University 
Heights, Ohio Fair Trade Marketplace, speakers, kids’ activities. Free-will donation. 
Walk-ins welcome, or register: https://2022OhioFairTradeExpo.eventbrite.com.

More News Around the Congregation

PASTOR KIM

AMANDA, DIETRICH, AND KIM  NAGY

Birthdays/Anniversaries
late September — 

mid-October

September Birthdays
17 Philip Patzwahl
18 Vern Long
 Katie Carney
23 Ann Davies
26 Nola Branch
 Nancey Brock
30 Amanda Nagy

October Birthdays 
6 Jacob Miller
 Erin Williams
8 Ellie Suhart
9 Keeley Williams 
14 Marcia Powles
15   Hollis Drummond
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FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE

How to Recognize a Heart Attack

NANCEY BROCK, RN

Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flows the springs of life. — Proverbs 4:23

HEART DISEASE IS THE NUMBER ONE killer in the 
U.S. for both men and women! 

In the United States, someone 
suffers a heart attack (also called 
a myocardial infarction or MI) 
every 40 seconds! That equates 
to approximately 805,000 heart 
attacks every year. 

The problem has been that 
up until recently, the emphasis 
has been on men having heart 
attacks, not women. 

However, we now know that 
heart disease is the number 
one killer in women also. 

And women are more likely to die from a heart attack 
than men, as an MI is harder to recognize in women 

because women do not always 
experience the same symptoms. 
In fact, many women do not 
experience any heart attack 
symptoms at all!

It is critical to be able to 
recognize the signs and 
symptoms of  heart attack. See 
the chart below for symptoms 
of  MI experienced by both 
men and women and symptoms 
more likely to be experienced 
by women.

These symptoms occur when the heart is starved of  
oxygen. When one or more of  the arteries that carry 
blood to your heart becomes narrowed or blocked, 
the heart is starved for oxygen. The heart muscle can 
become severely damaged, and is no longer able to 
contract properly. When this occurs, the person goes 
into cardiac arrest (the heart stops beating) and needs 
CardioPulmonary Resusciation (CPR) to survive. In 
cardiac arrest, for every minute that you delay CPR, you 

have a 10 percent less chance to survive. 

So, whenever any of  the above symptoms occur, call 911 
immediately and be ready to perform CPR until help 
arrives! 

Be prepared to save a life, it might just be your own.

Nancey Brock, RN
Parish Nurse

Symptoms of a Heart Attack: Men vs. Women

Symptoms experienced by both men and women Symptoms more likely to be experienced by women

Chest pressure or pain Angina (dull and heavy or sharp chest pain or discomfort)

Pain or discomfort in one or both arms Fatigue

Sweating Back pain, neck pain, or jaw pain

Lightheadedness Pain in upper abdomen (feels like bad heart burn) 
— most common in women

Nausea and vomiting — most common in women

Shortness of  Breath



More News Around the Congregation

What is it?
The 2022 Bucket Challenge is a UCC Conference-
wide effort to create 2,022 Emergency Cleanup and 
Hygiene Kits. Redeemer UCC is participating by 
creating Cleanup Kits. The kits will be turned in to 
Church World Service (CWS) for distribution in areas 
of  need.

Why are we doing this?
Hurricanes, floods and other disasters are happening 
more frequently. When our neighbors around the world 
experience these unforeseen circumstances, we can 
make the road to recovery easier with CWS cleanup 
buckets. By filling these buckets full of  essential home 
recovery supplies (using the shopping list below), we 
can help our neighbors’ dignity and recovery.

How do we get our filled buckets to CWS?
The UCC’s Templed Hills Camp in Bellville, Ohio, is 
an official drop-off location for Church World Service 
buckets. Buckets can be dropped off at Templed Hills 
or at the UCC Northwest Association office in Tiffin, 
Ohio. 

Of  course, we’ll need photographers to take photos of  
the bucket packing and delivery, which we’ll share with 
the UCC Heartland Conference office, on our website, 
and on our facebook page!
 

What fills a bucket?
There are easy-to-follow instructions online for how to 
pack the buckets successfully. Here’s what is needed:
— One five-gallon bucket with resealable lid (If  

reused, please scrub clean. Do not use a bucket that has 
held chemicals of  any kind. No screw lid. Advertisement 
on the outside acceptable.)

— One 4-8oz. pump spray air freshener
— Five scouring pads (No stainless steel or pads with 

soap in them. Remove from packaging.)
— Seven sponges, including one large
— One scrub brush (With or without handle.)
— 18 reusable, lightweight multipurpose dry 

cleaning towels (No terrycloth, microfiber or paper 
towels. Remove from packaging.)

— One 32-64oz. or two 25oz. bottle(s) of liquid 
laundry detergent

— One 16-34oz. bottle of liquid disinfectant dish 
soap

— One 12-40oz. bottle of liquid concentrate 
household cleaner that can be mixed with water (No 
spray bottles.)

— One package of 36-50 clothespins
— One 50-100ft. clothesline (Cotton or plastic line.)
— Five dust masks (N95 particulate respirator dust 

masks preferred; No surgical masks.)
— Two pairs of heavy-duty, waterproof  

dishwashing gloves (Latex-free, non-surgical. 
Durable for multiple-use. Remove from packaging.)

— One pair of work gloves (Cotton with leather palm 
or all leather.)

— 20-28 heavy duty or contractor type 30-45 gallon 
trash bags on a roll (Remove from packaging.)

— One 6-9oz. bottle of non-aerosol insect repellent 
(Pump spay bottles must have protective covers. Packs 
of  10-20 insect repellent wipes also acceptable.)

For your convenience, there’s a Redeemer Wish List on amazon.com — https://www.amazon.com/
hz/wishlist/dl/invite/hR5XgRx?ref_=wl_share. If you purchase items from there using Amazon 

Smile, Redeemer will receive a small doantion

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/dl/invite/hR5XgRx?ref_=wl_share
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CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER UCC
A community grounded in Christ, growing in service…

LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING MINUTES
July 18, 2022

x Rev. Brooke Baker x Andy Bischof x Richard Shank
x President-Julie Barnes x Jeff Kirkby x John Thomas
x Treasurer-Alex Tomoff x Mike Miller Matthew Williams

Secretary-Dorothy Earl x Marcia Powles

Call to Order / Opening Prayer
Opening – Meeting called to order at 7:18 p.m.
Opening Prayer – John

Joys and Concerns
• Mike in Milwaukee for a wedding, a few people became + for covid, including Elizabeth
• Andy’s grandson got a summer job but other grandchild still looking
• Jan continues to suffer with knee pain 

Approval of Minutes from 5/23/2022 
• Motion to approve the minutes by John, seconded by Marcia. Approved by acclimation.

Financial Reports – delivered by Alex Tomoff
• Balance Sheet

There is $119,262 available cash.  Moved $50,000 from money market to operating account 
to cover building repair payments.

• Operating Statement Income & Expenses General Fund: 
o Offerings are at budget for the month and favorable to budget year to date and prior 

year.
o Music expenses are higher with two professional musicians.
o Faith Formation expenses are $700 over budget due to Indeed search costs.
o Staff compensation is lower than budgeted without a Faith Formation director.
o Some of mission payments paid in May were for the full year

• Fund Balances
o Endowment and Legacy Funds both show significant losses for the year.  The 

markets fell again in June and are flat so far in July.  The Endowment Fund is now 
just $10,000 above the principal amount of about $520,000.  

o 
o The Endowment Fund’s 2022 commitment to the Operating Fund of $22,500 was 

paid in May.
o 
o The Financial Secretary’s report and Operating Income are very close as shown on 

the attached reconciliation.
o 
o Be aware of major expenditures-we need to have the funds

A motion to accept the financial reports was offered by Mike, seconded by Rich and approved 
unanimously.



Parish Nurse’s Report was submitted to the Leadership Team.

Pastor’s Report
• Alabama Pilgrimage was very meaningful
• Did not need to cover pastoral care for Templed Hills
• Pulpit swap was successful (from Pastor Brooke’s perspective) and LT agreed

o Sermon invigorating
o Inspirational in terms of desire to do more things together
o Community meal at Clague-Andy wanted more acknowledgement of that
o Pastor Brooke commented that Westpark started a food pantry and walked in a 

parade
• Confirmation

o Neither child wants to participate.  Pastor Brooke reaching out for further information
• Meeting with Pastoral relations committee

o The Sunday after May vacation and for 3 Sundays after
	Comments from congregation about what/how Pastor Brooke was doing
	One person resigned from a committee because they didn’t like what was 

said
	Need Leadership team to initiate conversation with in the congregation and 

set an example
	Need to have a willingness to express feelings/listen/have a conversation-not 

just leave
	Consider a different forum to talk-monthly open forum with Pastor Brooke?

• No youth from COR went to Cedar Point
• Jason Aquila resigning

o To Bethany English Lutheran Church-Kamms Corner
o Last Sunday August 21

• We welcome our Faith Formation director, Kim Nagy on August 14

Missions
• Working on Disaster buckets

o Julie to set up an Amazon wish list for items
• Community meal-154 meals served last month

o Need to spend Deaconess grant money
o Consider turkey to each car in October

• Providing gift cards to the senior center

Legacy Committee
• Met June 15
• Made gifts to 6 organizations
• Next meeting is September

Invitation
• Had a good talk with Patty Mayer

Old Business
• Facilities update

o No date for steeple roof repair yet



o Wiring update
	Camera hopefully will be working by the end of the week-the joystick 

doesn’t work.  Needed to return and get a replacement
	Wiring is done

• Future planning group
o Met June 20
o Discussed “who are we?”
o Reviewed previous plans
o Next meeting July 25

• Membership tracking tool
o Many options
o LT to review and make suggestions

• Meal to support Habitat Faith House
o LT thought Thursday August 25 was the better day
o Pastor Brooke to contact Habitat to get numbers

New Business
• Security of building during services

o Discussion around locking the front doors during the service
o Concerns

	People can be late, locked doors are not welcoming, glass doors (limited 
security)

o Identified that we do need a safety plan
	Mike to develop a draft

• Replacement for pastoral relations committee
o LT discussed needs to have a diverse committee
o Ideal candidate conservative and supportive
o Julie to reach out to identified candidates to determine their interest

• Outside consultant
o Church is having an identity crisis
o We aren’t who we used to be, but we don’t know who we are
o Need support of an outside consultant to navigate-Pastor Brooke to close
o Shawn James, PA conference may be an option
o Will cost money, but there may be grants available

Pastor Brooke offered a closing prayer.

No June meeting
Next Meeting 

• August 15
• Opening Prayer – Andy

Meeting adjourned at 9:02 by acclimation.

Respectfully submitted,
Julie Barnes
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