
MERRY CHRISTMAS and Happy New Year! 

I realize it’s a little early for those greetings, but I want to be sure 
to have the opportunity to pass those greetings along to you. While the 
church began the new year on the first Sunday of  Advent, the calendar 
says that 2023 is still a few weeks away. 

The vision team has spent the last six months or so looking at how we 
might want to move forward. This includes working on a new mission 
statement that will be presented to the congregation at the Annual 
Meeting after being shared with Leadership Team at its monthly 
meeting. We have also asked you as a congregation to look at what is 
important to you for Church of  the Redeemer UCC. Thank you for 
your willingness to share your thoughts. This church is made up of  all 
of  us. 

We don’t know what 2023 will hold. If  the pandemic has taught us 
anything, it’s that the future is uncertain. However, the arrival of  the 
Christ-child reminds us that God 
will keep showing up in the midst 
of  the uncertainty. 

I hope as this Christmas season 
arrives, you feel surrounded by 
God’s love that showed up in 
a manger many years ago and 
continues to show up today. 

May the peace of  a small child 
wrapped in swaddling clothes 
penetrate this world so that God’s 
realm may reign. 

Blessings,
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Upcoming Advent and Christmas Season Events!
Weekly Bible Study 
Weekly Bible Study takes place Wednesdays at 1 p.m., in person and via Zoom. If  you can’t 
make it during the day, all are welcome to Wednesday evening Bible study at West Park UCC at 
6 p.m., 3909 Rocky River Drive, Cleveland.

Advent Book Study 
Our Advent Book Studay on The First Advent in Palestine: Reversals, Resistance, and the Ongoing 
Complexity of  Hope by Kelley Nikondeha, runs Tuesdays at 1 p.m. through Dec. 20 in the 
Gathering Room and via Zoom. Contact Pastor Kim for more information.  

Coffee, Tea, and Pastor B 
The final Coffee, Tea, and Pastor B gathering of  the year takes place Tuesday, December 13, 
from 10:30 a.m. until noon at Blackbird Bakery. Join us for a festive warm beverage and great 
conversation! The first Coffee, Tea, and Pastor B of  the New Year takes place January 10 at 10:30 
a.m.

Advent Services
On December 11, the Redeemer UCC/West Park UCC combined choir will sing the cantata, 
The Christmas Story — A Classic Carol Celebration, during worship. You don’t want to miss this 
musical gift from our talented musicians! (It repeats December 18 at West Park UCC!)

On December 18, Pastor Kim will lead the Fourth Sunday of  Advent worship service here at 
Redeemer UCC.

Blue Christmas
Our annual Blue Christmas service takes palce Tuesday, December 20, at 7 p.m. This 
service of  Taizé music is for those for whom the holidays may be difficult, for those who 
would like to support them, and also for anyone who wants or needs a quiet reflective time to 
contemplate the significance of  the season.

Christmas Eve
Our Christmas Eve service on Saturday, December 24, begins at 7:15 p.m. with music of  
the season. The service begins at 7:30 p.m.

Christmas Day
NOTE: The Christmas Day Sunday service will begin at 10 a.m. Our Christmas Day 
service will be one of  carols. Plan to stay after and bring a light refreshment to share. We’ll have 
coffee!

New Year’s Day
Our New Year’s Day Sunday service takes place at our regular time of  10:30 a.m.

Coming in January
Coffee, Tea, and Pastor B resumes Jan. 10 at 10:30 a.m. at Blackbird Bakery in Lakewood.


